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World War II 

Time Line of World War II Events 

Pre-war events—Europe 

Mussolini becomes Italian premier 

Hitler becomes German chancellor 

Italy attacks Ethiopia 

Germans invade Rhineland 

Germany annexes Austria 
Sudeten Crisis 

Germany occupies Czechoslovakia 
Non-Aggression Pact (Germany and USSR) 
Germany attacks Poland (World War II begins) 

World War II events—Europe 

Pre-war events—Asia 

11922

1931 I Manchuria invaded 

1933 

11935 

11936 

11937 

11938

1939 

Japan attacks near Beijing 

Japan controls most of China's coast 
Chungking becomes China's capital 

World War II events—Asia 

Nov. USSR invades Finland 1939 

Apr. Germany invades Denmark, Norway 1940 
May Germany invades Belgium, Luxem-

bourg, and Netherlands 
June France surrenders 
Sept. Germany, Italy, Japan join as Axis Sept. Japan invades French Indochina 
Oct. Italian troops invade Greece 
Nov. Hungary and Romania join Axis 

Mar. Bulgaria joins Axis 1941 
Apr. Germany invades Greece and Yu-

goslavia 
Sept. U.S. troops land in Iceland 
Dec. United States at war with Germany 

and Italy 
Dec. Pearl Harbor; U.S. declares war on 

Japan 
Dec. Guam and Wake Island surrender 

© Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers iv 



Z. World War II Time Line of World War II Events 

World War II events—Europe (cont.) 

June Germany invades Russia 
July Germans capture Tobruk, N. Africa 

Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 

German troops enter Stalingrad 
British attack at El Alamein 
Allies land in North Africa 
British capture Tobruk 
Russian offensive at Stalingrad 

Feb. Germans surrender at Stalingrad 
Mar. Afrika Korps surrenders 

July 
Nov. 
Nov. 

Jan. 
June 
June 

Allies invade Sicily 
Russians recapture Kiev 
Cairo Conference 

Siege of Leningrad broken 
Landing at Normandy 
V-1 attacks on London. 

Aug. Allied troops land in southern France 

Dec. Battle of Bulge begins and is stopped 

Jan. Russians reach Warsaw 

Apr. 
May 
May 
July 

Russians in Vienna and Berlin suburbs 
Hitler commits suicide; Berlin surrenders 
VE-Day ends war with Germany 
Potsdam Conference 

World War II events—Asia (cont.) 

Jan. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
May 
May 
June 

Aug. 

Manila falls 
Japan invades Dutch East Indies 
Singapore falls 
Bataan surrenders to Japan 
Doolittle air raid on Tokyo 
Battle of Coral Sea 
Corregidor surrenders to Japan 
Battle of Midway 

U.S. marines on Guadalcanal 

May Battle of Bismarck Sea 

Nov. 

Jan. 
June 
June 
July 

Oct. 

Jan. 
Feb. 
Apr. 

U.S. invasions of Bougainville and 
Tarawa 

United States attacks Kwajalein 
United States invades Saipan 
B-29s attack Tokyo 
United States invades Guam 

United States invades Leyte, Battle 
of Leyte Gulf 

Allies invade Luzon 
United States invades Iwo Jima 
United States invades Okinawa 

Aug. Atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki 

Aug. Japan agrees to surrender 
Aug. VJ-Day ends war with Japan 
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World War II The Winds of War Begin to Blow 

THE WINDS OF WAR 
BEGIN TO BLOW 

The inflated egos of dictators lead them to raise 
large armies. These defend the nation and intimidate 
any rivals. To justify large armies and navies, each dic-
tator needs an enemy who is "threatening" the security 
of the nation. If that enemy is eliminated, then others 
must be found. Powerful nations are watching, so the 
dictator must find a pretext for attacking this weaker 
"enemy" nation. From 1931 to 1939 the dictators were 
on the prowl, picking off weak neighbors and justifying 
their actions with innocent faces. 

On Septmeber 18, 1931, Japanese agents staged 
an explosion under the tracks of the Japanese-owned 
South Manchurian Railway. So little damage was done 
that a train crossed over the track a few minutes later. 
Nonetheless, Japan blamed the incident on the Chinese, 
and their troops seized Manchuria. Japan's intention oj 
keeping Manchuria was made clear when they renamed 
it Manchukuo and set up a puppet government under A Japanese soldier 

Japanese control there. The League of Nations passed timid resolutions against Japan, 
so Japan left the League. U.S. protests did little except stir up anti-U.S. feeling in Japan. 

After Germany's Night of the Long Knives, SS agents killed Austria's Chancellor Dollfuss 
in July 1934. Mussolini sent troops to the Austrian border to protect it from Anschluss by 
Germany. Other nations praised Mussolini's actions. Mussolini felt his support of Austria 
justified his seizure of Ethiopia on Africa's east coast. In 1887 and 1896 the Italians had 
been humiliated in defeats by Ethiopia and looked for excuses to redeem their honor. After 
small border incidents provoked by the Italians, Mussolini threatened war with Ethiopia.The 
League voted to impose economic sanctions (trade restrictions) if Italy attacked. Mussolini 
used the sanctions to arouse Italian patriotic fervor to new heights. 

In October 1935 Italian forces attacked Ethiopia. The Ethiopians fought bravely, but 
their spears and arrows bounced off Italian tanks. The League imposed sanctions against 
Italy but left petroleum off the list. Little effort was made to enforce the sanctions anyway. 
In May 1936 the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, fell, and Mussolini bragged: "Ethiopia is 
Italian—Italian in fact, because occupied by our victorious armies, and Italian by right be-
cause, with the sword of Rome, civilization has triumphed over barbarism." Rodolfo Graziani 
was named governor. He killed most of the Coptic church leaders and the best-educated 
Ethiopians. 

While the world watched the conquest of Ethiopia, the French were in one of their 
emergency cabinet crises. In March 1936 Hitler sent 35,000 troops into the demilitarized 
Rhineland. He was clearly violating the Treaty of Versailles, the Locarno Pacts, and all other 
restrictions to which Germany had agreed. It was pure bluff. "If the French had marched 
into the Rhineland," Hitler wrote, "we would have had to withdraw with our tails between 
our legs." France did nothing and Hitler gloated. 
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World War II The Winds of War Begin to Blow 

The Spanish Civil War began in 1936, and both sides received outside support. The 
Spanish Republicans were aided by France and Russia, and Franco's Fascists were aided 
by Italy and Germany. Hitler sent the 100-plane Condor Legion. Mussolini sent some aircraft 
but helped more with soldiers. Both sent tanks and artillery. From 1936 to 1938 Stalin sold 
the Republicans tanks and aircraft.The Communist International Party recruited volunteers 
for the Republican cause. Many of these were Communists, but others were not. The war 
ended in 1939 with a Fascist triumph. 

The common effort in Spain brought Hitler and Mussolini together. In September 1937 
Hitler invited II Duce to Germany for a meeting that developed a strong friendship between 
the two Fascist leaders. Mussolini returned from the visit with new ideas about toughening 
up the Italians. In 1936 Germany and Japan had signed an Anti-Comintern Axis (alliance). 
In November 1937 Italy became the third Axis nation. 

Austria, lying between Germany and Italy, had only Italy to help it stay independent. 
With Italy now friendly, Hitler was free to pressure Austria into becoming part of Germany. 
Chancellor Kurt Schuschnigg tried to maintain Austrian independence, but caved in on March 
11, 1938. Hitler declared Anschluss, and Austria became part of the German Reich. 

Now Czechoslovakia was in the jaws of the tiger. The 3.5 million German-speaking 
Sudetens were unhappy under Czech rule and wanted German rule. Since the Czechs 
had alliances with France and Russia, much depended on their reactions. To protect Ger-
many from French attack, Hitler began building defenses on the border (the West Wall or 
Siegfried Line). In September 1938 Hitler said that the Sudetens had a right to choose 
German rule, but he could not long be indifferent to their suffering. English Prime Minister 
Chamberlain and Premier Daladier of France met with Hitler and Mussolini at Munich in 
September 1938. To prevent a war they were incapable of fighting at the time, England and 
France gave in and told Czechoslovakia to accept German terms. Chamberlain returned 
to England as a hero and, waving the agreement in his hand, told the world that he had 
achieved "peace in our time." Without Western support the Czechs had no choice except 
to give in. 

Possessing the most valuable industrial region of Czechoslovakia, it was easy for Hitler 
to take the rest of the nation in March 1939. Poland now faced the might of Nazi Germany. 
England and France warned Germany that an attack on Poland would mean war. 

Debate 

Was World War II inevitable after the Munich Conference? 
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World War II 
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Name  Date 

CHALLENGES 

The Winds of War Begin to Blow 
•5 00 8 00 O O O O O 

1. What was Japan's excuse for seizing Manchuria from the Chinese? 

2. What name did the Japanese give Manchuria? 

o 3. Who prevented an Anschluss in 1934? 

. 4. What weapons did the Ethiopians have against the Italians? 
• 

5. What agreements did Hitler violate by his invasion of the Rhineland? 

6. What would have happened if the French had opposed the invasion? 

7. What four foreign nations got involved in the Spanish Civil War? Underline those helping 
the Republicans. 

8. What agreement brought Germany, Japan, and Italy together? 

9. What nations were part of the Anschluss? 

10. What was Hitler's excuse for seizing the Sudeten? 

• 
• • 

•• •• • • • • •• • • ••••• • • • • • 0 6 0 • 43 00 • • •• • •••• • • 
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THE OPENING SALVOS 
OF VWU 

China had known no peace since 1911. 
First the Nationalists (KMT) led by Chiang 
Kai-shek battled warlords; then the KMT fought 
Mao Zedong's Communists (CCP). Japan took 
advantage of the turmoil by invading Manchuria 
in 1931, landing troops near Shanghai in 1932, 
and continuing to drive farther into northern 
China. China's leaders devoted less atten-
tion to the Japanese than to continuing their 
own fight. The KMT held the upper hand and 
in 1934 forced Mao's followers to begin their 
Long March to safety. Chiang was generally 
accepted as China's legitimate leader, and 
he began building a stronger transportation 
network and larger industrial capacity. 

Japan much preferred a weak China and 
used an incident at the Marco Polo Bridge 
near Beijing as the excuse to invade China in 
1937. That was followed by massacres of civilians at Shanghai and Nanjing. China's only 
hope was for its armies to stop fighting each other, so a truce was arranged. Still, both the 
CCP and KMT devoted more effort to outflanking each other than fighting the Japanese. 
For Japan, China was a problem since so many troops were tied down holding the territory 
they had seized. 

In 1939 Hitler carefully planned his move against Poland. England and France had 
warned that an attack would mean war. Russia was geographically able to help Holand it 
it chose. To the amazement of the world, the Nazi Germans signed a nonaggression deal 
with the Communist Russians. They agreed to divide Poland between them, and the Rus-
sians were allowed to take the three Baltic republics (Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania) as well. 

Hitler now left no doubt of his intentions. In August 1939 he told his officers: "Close heart 
to pity. Proceed brutally." Before Hitler attacked Poland, however, he needed an excuse. 
In Operation Canned Goods, inmates of a concentration camp dressed in Polish army 
uniforms "attacked" a German radio station at Gleiwitz. The Germans attacked Poland the 
next day, September 1. All raid participants were killed to prevent information leaks. 

Hitler hoped England and France would not interfere, but the British and French declared 
war on September 3. For the Poles, this brought little comfort. Hitler's blitzkrieg (lightning 
war) tactic was highly effective. Blitzkrieg began with massive air attacks destroying air 
cover, hitting communication centers, and terrorizing cities. Armored units then hit before 
defenders could get on their feet again. The Poles fought with no outside help. The odds 
were overwhelming. Within three weeks, the Nazis had gone past the line they had drawn 
with Stalin, then moved back to the agreed-upon line. Russian troops moved into eastern 
Poland. About 200,000 Poles escaped. Many made it to England where they fought beside 
the Allies. 

In June 
mans. 

1940 France surrendered to the Ger-
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Even though England and France were supposedly at war with Germany, at first there 
was no fighting. Hitler said: "I have neither toward England nor France any war claims, nor 
has the German nation." But not even Prime Minister Chamberlain bought that. He said 
that England's purpose was "to redeem Europe from the . . . fear of German aggression." 

While Hitler talked peace, he planned his next moves.The French stayed secure behind 
their Maginot (defense) Line, which guarded the French-German boundary. The 250 miles 
between Belgium and France were unprotected, however. Across from France's 70 divi-
sions and 3,000 tanks were 33 German divisions without tanks. All France needed was the 
will to fight, but it had none. England's Royal Air Force (RAF) sat on the ground because 
the German targets it could reach were private property. This response was scoffed at as 
sitzkrieg, because the English were simply sitting and doing nothing. 

The German invasion of Denmark and Norway on April 9, 1940, ended talk of sitz-
krieg. Denmark was overrun before anyone knew it. Norway was harder for the Germans 
to defeat, even though they had an active underground there led by Vidkum Quisling. The 
Norwegians, with the help of English and French paratroopers, stubbornly fought General 
Dietl's German troops. British failure in Norway doomed Prime Minister Chamberlain, and 
Winston Churchill replaced him May 10. On June 10 Norway surrendered. 

On May 9, 1940, blitzkrieg struck again as the Germans attacked the Dutch and Bel-
gians. The Dutch were easily overwhelmed; they had depended on flooded dikes to hold 
the Germans off, but transport planes cancelled that defense. The queen escaped on May 
13 and all resistance ended. Belgium received some support from the English and French, 
but their collapse was so quick that the troops sent to help were trapped and withdrew to 
Dunkirk. Belgium was lost in eight days. A heroic effort by the Royal Navy and volunteers 
using boats of all sorts rescued the 337,000 Allied soldiers at Dunkirk from May 26 to June 
4. 

The Weygand Line was supposed to protect the rest of France. In some places, it pre-
vented an easy German invasion, but behind the front line there were no reserves to plug 
a break in the line. On June 21 the Germans presented surrender terms to the French; the 
surrender took place in the same railroad car where Germans had signed the armistice in 
1918. France was to be divided; Germany occupied northern France, and southern France 
would be governed from Vichy by a puppet government. General Charles DeGaulle escaped 
to England and established the Free French army. 

Debate 

Were the French and English doing the right thing when they offered no help to Poland 
in 1939? 
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• Name  Date 

CHALLENGES 
6 

• 0 

1. What leader was the KMT battling while the Japanese marched into China? • • 
• • 
•   • 
• 2. What Chinese cities suffered bloody civilian massacres in 1937? • 
• • 
O 0 

• 3. Why did Hitler need to worry about England and France before he attacked Poland? • 

O   0 

• 4. Why did Hitler execute those who participated in the raid on Gleiwitz? • 
• • 
•   0 

• 0 

• 5. What were the first and second waves of a blitzkrieg attack? • 
• • 
•   6 
• 

6. What defense line had France built along the German border? • 6 
• • 

• 7. Would the French have had the odds in their favor if they had attacked in 1939? • 
• 

• e 

8. The lack of fighting along the western front was called the "phony war" by some. By what • • 

• other name was it also known? • 

• 

•  

• • lWhat h 9. eped the German attack on Norway? • k • 
• • 
O   0 

0  

• 10. What made Dunkirk important in the war? • 
• • 

• 

• 

o 

o

0 

0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 000 0 060• 0000 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 000 0 6 o • e ° 
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World War II The War Spreads 

THE WAR SPREADS 
The United States was like an 

island surrounded by angry seas 
during the first two years of the war. 
It was neither isolated from danger 
nor neutral in its sympathies, how-
ever. Short of direct involvement, 
most Americans were willing to 
help the peaceful nations under HI
attack. 

The evacuation (leaving) of 
101 Dunkirk in 1940 was a good ex-

ample. The troops were rescued, 
but 7,000 tons of ammunition, 
90,000 rifles, and 120,000 vehicles 
were left behind. President Roos-
evelt asked the army and navy to St. Paul's Cathedral in London survived the Battle of Brit-

send a list of whatever weapons could be spared. After the list was approved by General 
George Marshall, the goods were sold to the British for $37 million. Even with American 
help, it was feared the British might still be overpowered by a German invasion. 

In November 1940 the Russians attacked Finland with 45 divisions along the whole 
border. The Finnish army was small (about 175,000-200,000 men) but was prepared for 
the cold (about -50°F) and held off about one million Russians. England, France, and the 
United States thought about helping the Finns, but no aid was sent. Congress offered to 
lend $30 million for Finland to buy civilian supplies and farm equipment, but that was not 
what the Finns needed. The Finns were finally overcome and gave in to Soviet demands 
for a border line with more space between Finland and Leningrad. 

Minister of War Hideko Tojo of Japan was also looking for more space for his nation 
and an end to Western influence in Asia. Part of his plan involved taking bases in northern 
French Indo-China (Vietnam) from the puppet Vichy government in 1940.The United States 
angrily responded by sending another $25 million in supplies to help China. 

With the Luftwaffe (German air force) flying high, the Nazis said it would put a "steel 
roof over Germany." It, along with the Wehrmacht (army) and its Panzer (armored) divi-
sions, were battle tested by 1940. Hitler had hoped to win England as an ally, but his brutal 
treatment of Europe had silenced most of his former British supporters. 

For Operation Sea Lion (the invasion of England) to succeed, Hitler had to master the 
air, and that would only be possible by destroying the Royal Air Force (RAF). Goring gave 
his fliers several tasks: destroy shipping and the RAF and terrorize cities. The Germans 
had about 2,600 planes (including 1,480 bombers and 980 fighters) to use in this attack. 
"Eagle Day," the beginning of the Battle of Britain, came August 13, 1940. "Britain's finest 
hour," as Churchill called it, depended on brave men and high-quality fighter planes. 

The British used Hurricanes and Spitfires; their attackers had Heinkel bombers, Stuka 
(JU-87) dive bombers, and ME-109 and ME-110 fighters. Radar spotted the enemy planes 
coming and relayed the report to the squadron. The "scramble" signal was given; the 
squadron was off the ground in 2 or 3 minutes and 15 minutes later was flying at 20,000 
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feet. Churchill wrote that German planes were faster and climbed better, but that English 
planes were more manueverable and better armed. 

In late August, Hitler gave up on persuading Churchill to come to the bargaining table. 
London itself would be the new target. Attacks on London began September 7. For the first 
two days, the Luftwaffe controlled the skies and Goring gloated: "London is on fire." The 
damage reports were exaggerated, but the Luftwaffe had met little opposition and civilians 
had been killed. Hitler hoped this would weaken the English will to fight, but the attacks 
only served to strengthen English determination. 

The most spectacular night of the "blitz" was September 15, when 200 bombers sup-
ported by fighter planes crossed the English Channel. The RAF had brought up all its 
reserves, and a deadly game took place in the skies. When it was over, the Germans had 
lost about 60 planes to the RAF's 26. The next day, the German high command decided 
that England was far from defeated and Channel seas would be too rough for landing craft 
to invade until spring. Hitler called off the invasion until further notice. Air attacks continued 
on English cities, the most spectacular being that of Coventry. Americans kept up with the 
news through radio newscasts and newsreels and wondered if the United States could 
stay out of the war. 

Every presidential contest in the United States has its unique qualities, and the 1940 
election was no exception. Roosevelt (often called FDR) was running for a third term, 
something no president had ever tried. His Republican opponent, Wendell Willkie, had been 
a Democrat until 1938. Willkie hated fascism and did not want to say anything that would 
hurt aid to England or encourage Hitler. In September when FDR sent 50 old destroyers to 
England in return for leases of naval bases in the Western Hemisphere, Willkie supported 
the aid. 

Willkie's campaign moved slowly until he attacked FDR's promises to "keep our boys 
out of the war." Willkie said if these promises were no better kept than those to balance 
the budget, the boys were already "almost on the transports." In October he predicted 
that Roosevelt would have the nation in the war by April 1940. FDR said: "I have said this 
before, but I shall say it again . . . Your boys are not going to be sent to any foreign wars." 
When asked about leaving off the condition "except in case of attack," he said: "If somebody 
attacks us, then it isn't a foreign war." 

Debate in 1940 

FDR's policies are doomed to get us into the war. 

© Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 22 



1l 
World War ll The War Spreads 

4 0 0 0 0 000 O O O O OO 0 0 4 0 0 0, 40 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 00 00 • 0 • • 

•  Name Date •
• 

• CHALLENGES • 

• 1. Why were the English short of supplies in 1940? • • 

•   • 
• • 

  • 
• • 2. How many Russians did it take to defeat the Finns in 1940? • • 
• • 
•   • 
• 3. What area was Tojo interested in taking in 1940? • 
• • 
•   • 
• • 
• 4. What were the names of the German air force, army, and armored divisions? • 
• • 
•   • 
• • 
•   • 
• • 
• 5. What three jobs did Goring assign to the Luftwaffe? • 
• • 
•  
• • 6. Why was August 13 significant to the British? 
• 
• • 
•   • 
• • 
•   • 
• 7. What were the two fighter planes England relied on, and which fighters did the Luftwaffe " • • 

use most (underline the German planes)? • • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 

8. How many more planes did the Luftwaffe lose on September 15 than the RAF did? • 
• • 
•   • 

• 9. What was the importance of that air raid? • 
• • 
• • 
•   • 
• • 
•   • 
• 10. What did the United States get in return for the 50 destroyers? 
• 
• • 
•   • 
• 0 

•• 
• •• • ••• • • • • • • • • • 0 00 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 • • 
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TWO GIANTS 
ENTER THE WAR 

With war raging in Europe 
and the Far East, the USSR 
and United States were too 
close to danger to feel safe.The 
Russians remembered that 1.7 
million of their men had died 
while fighting in World War I. 
The casualties of the recent 
war with the Finns reminded 
any who had forgotten. 

The United States wanted 
to stay neutral. In the 1930s 
Congress tried to avoid the 
mistakes that had drawn the nation into World War I. Between 1935 and 1937, Congress 
passed a series of Neutrality Acts. These ordered the president to embargo (stop selling) 
arms to belligerents (nations at war), forbade belligerents to borrow money in the United 
States, and prohibited U.S. merchant ships from carrying munitions to belligerents. The 
president also required all purchases to be "cash and carry" and forbade enemy warships 
and armed merchant ships to enter U.S. ports. 

The United States realized that the Axis must have no bases in the Western Hemisphere. 
At the Havana Conference in 1940, the 21 nations of the Pan-American Conference agreed 
that no European nation could transfer its Western Hemisphere colonies to another non-
American nation.That kept French, Dutch, and Danish colonies out of German hands. Also 
that year, the United States and Canada (which was already in the war) formed a defense 
board to study sea, land, and air defenses of the northern Western Hemisphere. 

After the U.S. presidential election, Roosevelt followed a policy that was barely neutral. 
The Lend-Lease program was based on the idea of helping a friend through a difficult time. 
If his house is on fire, you lend a hose. When the crisis is over, your hose is returned. The 
Lend-Lease Act passed by Congress in March 1941 allowed Britain to borrow up to $7 
billion worth of American equipment. That, along with the Selective Service Act (the first 
peace-time draft in U.S. history) and increased defense spending made it clear the United 
States was not sure it could stay out of the war. 

In the Kremlin, Stalin rested secure in his nonaggression agreement with Hitler. But 
after finding England too tough to conquer, Hitler decided to pick on Russia instead. Stu-
dents of history knew what had happened to Napoleon when he tried the same thing in 
1812, but Hitler was confident that modern war machines could cancel supply problems 
and Russian weather. He believed that after Russia was defeated, England would give up 
or be invaded. 

Hitler could justify the attack on military grounds. Half of Germany's petroleum came 
from the Ploesti refineries in Romania, well within range of Russian bombers. A defeated 
Russia could be forced to supply him with the grain, minerals, and petroleum his Wehrmacht 
needed. Rubber and tin could be shipped from the Far East through a humbled Russia to 
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Eight battleships were either sunk or badly damaged by the 
Japanese at Pearl Harbor. 
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supply German needs. Besides, it would create a comfortable Lebensraum (living room or 
space) to protect Germany from a surprise attack from the east. German generals began 
preparing for the invasion, code named Operation Barbarossa. 

The United States and England warned Stalin that the attack was coming, but he did 
not listen. On June 22, 1941, 1,800 planes, 600,000 vehicles, and 3,000 tanks struck. The 
Russian line yielded quickly, and Germans advanced at alarming speeds. U.S. Lend-Lease 
aid now flowed into Russia as well. 

Sending supplies through the North Atlantic was hazardous because of German "wolf 
packs" of U-boats (submarines). These were sinking merchant ships faster than U.S. and 
British shipyards built them. U.S. naval ships escorted transports for longer distances, 
with the Royal Navy escorting them the last leg of the journey. These missions became 
increasingly hazardous. On September 24, 1941, the destroyer U.S.S. Greer was helping 
the Royal Navy search for U-boats when a sub fired a torpedo at it. The order that U.S. 
ships were not to fire on U-boats was lifted. Now they could shoot on sight. But in October 
the U.S.S. Kearny and the U.S.S. Reuben James were sunk off Iceland, and a total of 126 
crewmen died. 

Since the gunboat U.S.S. Panay had been sunk by Japanese aircraft in 1937, it had 
been clear that the United States and Japan were not friendly. Relations had worsened 
after Japan invaded all of Indo-China in July 1941; the United States then froze all Japa-
nese assets. Diplomatic exchanges continued but went nowhere. The order was given by 
General Tojo of Japan on November 26, 1941, for six aircraft carriers and 25 support ships 
to attack Pearl Harbor on December 7. 

December 7 was a day of blunders for both sides. The American commanders at Pearl 
Harbor made many mistakes: ignoring radar reports, holding up the report that a small sub 
had been sunk at the harbor entrance, lining up planes in a straight line down runways at 
Hickam Field, and sending a message to be on the alert through Western Union without an 
"urgent" label attached. The United States paid for it on the morning of December 7 when 
the attackers sank or damaged eight battleships, ten other navy ships, and 187 planes. 
The U.S. carriers were at sea, so they were not harmed in the attack. 

For the Japanese, Pearl Harbor was an even greater day of blunders. They failed to take 
seriously the warnings of General Yamashita and Admiral Yamamoto against tangling with 
the United States. The warning that an attack was coming was not delivered to Yamamoto 
until 55 minutes after the attack began. When he learned of the attack, he said: "I can't 
imagine anything that would infuriate the Americans more. I fear all we have done is to 
awaken a sleeping giant, and fill him with a terrible resolve." 

Debate 

Roosevelt had done everything possible to keep the United States out of the war. 
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Name   Date 

CHALLENGES 

1. The Nye Committee of the Senate accused the bankers of being responsible for the 
United States entering World War I. What part of the Neutrality Acts prevented that from 
happening again? 

2. The English liner Lusitania was sunk in 1915 while carrying munitions as well as pas-
sengers to England. How would the Neutrality Acts prevent U.S. ships from getting involved 
in that situation? 

3. What European nations conquered by the Germans had colonies in the Western Hemi-
sphere? 

4. With what nation did the United States develop plans to defend the northern part of the 
Western Hemisphere? 

o o 
o  

• 5. What situation was Lend-Lease similar to? • 
• • 
• 

• 

•  

o 6. Who else had tried to invade Russia? 
• • 
• • 
•  
O 7. What was the purpose of Operation Barbarossa? • 
• • 
•   • 
• • 
•   • 

• 8. Name three U.S. ships attacked by U-boats. • 
0 

0  

0 • 9. How many Japanese ships were involved in the attack on Pearl Harbor? • • 
• 0 

0  

• 10. What Japanese leaders had warned that the attack would be a mistake? 
• 0 

0 

• 

• 

O a 
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Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 28 



World War II Goliaths Fall to Slingshots: The Naval War 

GOLIATHS FALL TO SLINGSHOTS: 
THE NAVAL WAR 

The battleship Bismarck was the pride of the German fleet. 

In the tight budget days between the two world wars, some looked on navies as useless. 
The easy way to cut military expenses was to stop building big ships. In 1928 the most 
outspoken critic of navies was General Billy Mitchell. He said that air power was already 
ahead of land or sea power. The best sea weapon, he contended, was the submarine, 
and the best defense against a submarine was another submarine. Although in World War 
II surface craft were necessary, Mitchell claimed that submarines would menace surface 
fleets and merchant ships carrying war supplies across the ocean. 

Old navy men were not convinced at all by the critics. Navies had helped win many 
wars, and the more powerful the ship, the more it could accomplish.The pride of the world's 
fleets were their battleships. Yet, one by one, these majestic monuments were removed 
from the active list. 

The Royal Navy entered the war with 15 battleships, but the H.M.S. Royal Oakwas sunk 
while sitting in its harbor in October 1939 by a German U-boat (submarine). The German's 
Graf Spee slipped through the British blockade in 1939. Heading for the South Atlantic, she 
led her pursuers on a long chase ending at the Rio de la Plata in South America. Dam-
aged after battling three British cruisers, she entered the Montevideo harbor for repairs. 
The Uruguayan government allowed only 72 hours for her to leave. The captain was com-
manded to either fight his way out or scuttle the ship. He scuttled the ship on December 
17. 

The pride of the German fleet was the Bismarck. Accompanied by the smaller Prinz 
Eugene, she sailed out to attack British shipping in the North Atlantic in April 1941. Smaller 
British ships buzzed around her until the battleships George Vand Rodneycould be brought 
into the fight. On May 26 the Bismarck rolled over, killing most of its crew. 

The U.S. Navy had 15 battleships until Pearl Harbor, when three were destroyed and five 
badly damaged. This did more harm to pride than to the ability to fight. Admiral Yamamoto 
and other intelligent Japanese naval men knew the Pearl Harbor raid had failed when they 
learned that no aircraft carriers were in port that day. While part of the Japanese fleet was 
involved in the attack on Pearl Harbor, other ships were moving toward the Philippines, 
Thailand, and Malaysia. As Japanese troops advanced toward Singapore, the H.M.S. 
Prince of Wales and the cruiser Repulse tried to stop them. The carrier Indominatable was 
to have escorted them, but it was damaged, so the ships had no air cover. They were sunk 
by Japanese dive and torpedo bombers on December 10, 1941. 

Allied losses in the Pacific caused U.S. chief of naval operations, Admiral Ernest King, 
to say: "The plain facts of the matter are that we have not the 'tools' wherewith to meet the 
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enemy at all points he is threatening;—Hawaii must be held—we must do what we can to 
maintain the line of communications with Australia." 

In the Atlantic the losses hurting the Allies were not battleships, but merchant ships. 
The U-boats, commanded by Admiral Donitz, played havoc with supplies along the U.S. 
Atlantic coast, between the United States and England, and between England and the 
Russian port at Murmansk. Using only a handful of U-boats at a time, the Germans sank 
492 ships off the U.S. eastern seaboard between January 12 and June 30, 1942. Since 
coastal merchantships and tankers operated alone and without escort, they made easy 
targets, especially when cities did not turn off lights around harbors because it might hurt 
the tourist trade. By July 1942 the army air force had 141 planes available to hunt subs, 
and the navy had 178 planes and seven blimps. These operated out of 26 bases from 
Newfoundland to Jacksonville, Florida. In the Gulf of Mexico area, the army had 62 planes 
and the navy had 96. 

Ships crossing the Atlantic were in danger of U-boat "wolf packs," which would surface 
and attack the ships at night. Deck guns were often used by U-boat crews to conserve 
their supply of torpedoes. The most dangerous run of all was between England and Russia 
because ships could be attacked by land-based Luftwaffe as well as submarines. Admiral 
Samuel Eliot Morison reported that of 301 ships sailing from August 1941 through Decem-
ber 1942, 53 were lost. About half of those lost were American. 

Several solutions were found to combat the wolf packs. Radar was used by the Allies 
on land, sea, and air. As it improved in quality, it made the submariner's profession more 
hazardous. Code breakers were also very helpful.The German Enigma code was broken by 
the Poles, and Operation Magic broke the Japanese Purple Code. In addition, the Coastal 
Picket Patrol (CPP or "Hooligan Navy") was made up of privately owned yachts, boats, 
and small freighters who would watch for and report any conning towers or periscopes 
they saw. The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) performed much the same function from the air. Both 
the CPP and CAP were made up of civilians who were not eligible for the draft because 
of age or disabilities. Thus, both highly sophisticated and amateur means challenged the 
submarine threat. 

Admiral Morison's conclusion about the naval war in the Atlantic was that the U.S. Navy 
"was woefully unprepared, materially and mentally, for the U-boat blitz on the Atlantic Coast 
that began in January 1942." The navy corrected its errors in a few months but not until 
many merchant ships had been sunk because of early mistakes. 

Debate 

Civilian volunteers should not be endangered by involvement in national defense. 
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Name  Date 

• CHALLENGES • 
• 1. What did General Mitchell believe was the most useful naval weapon, and what did he • 

• believe was the best defense against it? 
0 

0 

• 

• 2. In what nation did Germany's Graf Spee meet its end? 
0 

•  

• 3. What battleships were used to sink the Bismarck? • 
• 
•  
• 4. How many U.S. battleships were ready to fight the day after Pearl Harbor? 
• 
• 
•  

5. Why didn't the Prince of Wales have air cover? • 
• 
•  

• 

•  

• 
6. What two goals did Admiral King set? 

7. The time span from January 12 to June 30 is 169 days. How many ships were sunk each 
day off the U.S. seaboard during that period in 1942? 

8. Why did U-boats use deck guns rather than torpedoes in attacking convoys? 

• 

9. Name two enemy codes that were broken early in the war. Underline the German code. 

10. What was the official name for the "Hooligan Navy"? 
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• 

a 

• 

• 

• 
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LOSING AND WINNING SOME IN THE PACIFIC 

The aircraft carrier U.S.S. Lexington had to be abandoned during the Battle of the Coral Sea 

In 1941 and 1942 Japan seemed to be like a balloon expanding in every direction at 
the same time. The islands of the Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia), with their vast oil 
deposits, were obvious targets for Japan, a nation with no oil. The British colonies were 
almost undefended since most troops had been recalled to save England; Malaysia and 
Burma had little protection. India was restless with nationalism, and Australia and New 
Zealand were bracing for the storm they knew was coming from the north. 

The United States sent what help it could to its allies in the Far East. At first supplies 
to China were sent northward from Rangoon to Lashio, Burma, and then over the "Burma 
Road," 700 miles of hairpin-curved mountain roads to Kunming, China. In 1942 Rangoon 
fell, and Japanese troops captured Lashio. The only route for goods then was "over the 
hump"—the Himalayas. Flying over the Himalayas in a little C-47 with a ceiling of 24,100 
feet was so risky that it was known as the "Aluminum Trail." 

At the timp of the attar* on Pear! Harbor, U.S. forces in the Philippines numborcd about 
135,000. Commanded by General Douglas MacArthur, most were stationed on the main 
island of Luzon. Major defenses protecting Manila were on the Bataan Peninsula west of 
the harbor and the small island of Corregidor in the bay leading to the city. The Japanese 
attacked the major U.S. airport, Clark Field, on December 8, destroying most of its B-1 7s 
on the ground.Two days later the Japanese bombed Manila. General Homma's Fourteenth 
Army moved into northern Luzon and easily shoved the half-trained Filipino troops aside. 
MacArthur withdrew to the Bataan defense line and demanded more troops and air sup-
port from General Marshall. 

The support he wanted was not coming. Roosevelt and Churchill had agreed in the 
Arcadia Conference that Hitler must be defeated first, and U.S. resources were going to 
beef up the defense of England. FDR sent a message to President Quezon of the Philip-
pines that spoke of his determination to free the islands as soon as possible: "We shall 
not relax our efforts until the forces which are now marshalling outside the Philippines . 
. . drive out the last remnant of invaders from your soil." Bataan was doomed. MacArthur 
was ordered in February to go to Australia, where he took command of all U.S. troops in 
the Pacific. There he promised: "I shall return." 

With success everywhere, the Japanese were getting too cocky to suit U.S. lieutenant 
colonel Jimmy Doolittle. He designed a B-25 bomber raid on Tokyo, with his planes tak-
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ing off from the aircraft carrier Hornet. The Hornet was spotted at sea, and the Japanese 
public was warned but paid little attention. The 16 planes did little damage, but their attack 
showed that the mainland was in danger, so four fighter groups were assigned to protect 
Japan from the attacks that no one in the United States had planned. 

Back in the Philippines, General Jonathan Wainwright was left in command. Bataan 
fell in April, and Corregidor was surrendered in May 1942. The 70,000 starved prisoners 
captured on Bataan were forced to walk 60 miles in sweltering heat to the nearest railroad; 
17,000 were killed or died of hunger or thirst on the infamous "Bataan Death March." 

North of Australia and east of New Guinea lie the Coral Sea and the Solomon Islands. 
The Japanese capture of Rabaul at the eastern tip of New Britain Island in January 1942 
threatened the supply line to Australia. The Japanese prepared Operation Mo to take 
Port Moresby. From this port, Australia could be attacked. Since the Japanese naval code 
had been broken, however, Admiral Chester Nimitz knew their plans and prepared a de-
fense. 

The Japanese and U.S. fleets each had two aircraft carriers (the U.S. carriers were 
the Lexington and Yorktown), and the United States outnumbered the Japanese in the air 
122 to 121. Both fleets suffered major losses in the Battle of the Coral Sea. The Lexington 
was so badly damaged by torpedoes fired from Japanese planes that it was scuttled. The 
Japanese carrier Shokaku was damaged and had to withdraw. The Battle of the Coral 
Sea was important for two reasons: it was the first naval battle ever fought completely 
by airplanes, and this was the first time a Japanese invasion had been blocked. Neither 
Japanese aircraft carrier could be used at the upcoming battle at Midway Island. 

Midway Island lay about 1,000 miles northwest of the Hawaiian Islands. Admiral Yama-
moto planned to bring a powerful Japanese fleet there, attack by surprise, and pull the U.S. 
fleet out to battle. With a larger force, Japan would rule the Pacific for many years to come. 
Admiral Nimitz knew what he was planning thanks to the Operation Magic code breaker. 
The Japanese fleet included 8 carriers, 11 battleships, 18 cruisers, and 65 destroyers; the 
U.S. fleet had 3 carriers, 8 cruisers, and 15 destroyers. As at the Coral Sea, ships never 
fired on each other and planes did all the damage. While the Yorktown was being pounded 
by planes from the Hiruyu, the Hiruyu was under attack by planes from the Enterprise. 
The Yorktown was the only American carrier lost in the battle. Japan lost four carriers and 
suffered its first naval defeat since 1594. Japan was losing its advantage in the Pacific. 

Debate 

U.S. troops should have been pulled out of the Philippines before the situation there be-
came hopeless. 
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7. How many captured Americans died on the Bataan Death March? • • 
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PREPARING FOR 
D-DAY 

Battles are like football games. The offense 
has the advantage. The coach finds weak-
nesses in the defense, puts players in positions 
where they can deceive the defenders, and 
takes advantage of any defense weakness. 
The defense has to prepare for the play based 
on information available and how the offensive 
coach has used players in the past. In war, of 
course, there are differences. Good defenses 
can not only stop the invader, but take him out 
of the game. Defenders already have supplies 
on hand and do not have to transport them 
under fire. They are dug in while the offense is 
unprotected. There are no penalties for delay 
of game; the attack comes when the offensive 

Dwight Eisenhower commanded the Allied team is ready. Everyone knew in 1944 that the Expeditionary Force that invaded Normandy, 
attack was coming, but when, where, and how, France. 
and who would lead it? 

The selection of a commander was up to Roosevelt, and even though he knew Marshall 
wanted the position and could do it well, the president felt that Marshall was too valuable 
in Washington, so he selected Eisenhower. 

Offense. As head of SHAEF (Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force), 
Eisenhower selected his players. Most were men he had worked with for years: Omar 
Bradley, Arthur Tedder, Carl Spaatz, Bedell Smith, and Bernard Montgomery. One big 
question was the role Charles de Gaulle should play; Eisenhower decided he should be 
involved because of his ties to French resistance. Eisenhower began working on the game 
plan. 

Defense. Leading the defense was General Rundstedt (commander in chief, west). 
Preparation to build an "Atlantic Wall" began in 1942, but Rundstedt reported in October 
1943 that defenses were inadequate and more troops were needed. Hitler began beefing 
up his line and sent Rommel to France to command coastal defenses. Rommel's authority 
was limited to a line 15-20 miles along the coast. The Panzers, navy, and Luftwaffe were not 
under his command. Rommel wanted land mines and beach obstacles, Rundstedt wanted 
tanks to provide firepower where it was needed. Rommel protested that tanks would be 
destroyed by Allied planes before they got into the battle. The Panzer commander, General 
Schweppenburg, appealed to General Jodl of the High Command for permission to keep 
his tanks at a safe distance from Allied naval artillery. The request was granted. 

Offense. Eisenhower was having trouble controlling his situation as well. Patton created 
trouble with a speech he gave; Marshall and Eisenhower were fed up with Patton and came 
close to sending him home. The person in charge of the U.S. Strategic Air Force (bomb-
ers) was Carl Spaatz. He had to be convinced that his planes should strike transportation 
lines. Spaatz wanted to hit aircraft plants and oil refineries (bigger targets were easier to 
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hit in night bombing raids). After much debate, Eisenhower finally gave the order to hit 
transportation. 

Deceptions. It was important that the Germans be misled as to where the landing would 
take place. Operation Fortitude was a plan to make the Germans believe that the allies 
would strike at Calais and not Normandy. Operation Fortitude North made the Germans 
believe the landing site was Norway. The British created a nonexistent Fourth Army of 
350,000 men in Scotland to attack. Operation Fortitude South made the Germans believe 
Belgium and northern France were the targets. Operation Glimmer was to make them 
expect the attack at Bologne. A notable failure was Operation Copperhead (or Hambone), 
which involved sending an actor, who looked almost exactly like Montgomery, to Gibraltar. 
On the way, he got drunk and came off the plane smoking a cigar (Monty did not smoke 
or drink). He was sent back. 

Of these deceptions, the most effective was Fortitude. Its leader was General Patton, 
the man the Germans thought was the most likely leader. They believed the whole slapping 
incident and the criticism of Patton for speeches he had given was an effort to mislead 
them. Patton's army was equipped with inflated rubber tanks, fake radio communications, 
and phony hospitals, ammunition dumps, camps, guns, and planes all made of canvas. 

Build-up. Deception was only a small part of the game; the build-up of men, equipment, 
food, medical supplies, LSTs (Landing Ship Tanks), ships, planes, gliders, parachutes, oil, 
and gasoline required much detailed planning. So much equipment and so many supplies 
came that it was said the barrage balloons were there to keep the island afloat. Intelligence 
gathering was very important. French Resistance spies stole blueprints for bunkers and 
overheard conversations. Planes flew over France taking detailed pictures. 

While the men went through their "dress rehearsals," storming English beaches, scaling 
cliffs, and loading supplies on LSTs, ships, and planes, Eisenhower attended last minute 
briefings, visited as many units as possible, and watched the sky. Weather was the one 
thing that could not hp. plannnel SHAFF's (Mir:4 mptRnmIngist was British Captain .1 m 
Stagg. He predicted stormy weather on June 5 but an improvement from that afternoon 
until the evening of June 6. Whether to go or not was Eisenhower's decision alone. After 
considering the risks, he smiled and said: "OK, we'll go." Rommel's meteorologist predicted 
bad weather continuing through June 6, and he went home to visit his family. 

By June 6, 1944, Rundstedt had 58 divisions. It would take two weeks for the Allies to 
have as many men in France as the Germans, when it was best to outnumber defenders 
3-1. Coach Eisenhower knew exactly what he was up against. The time had come. The 
offensive team was ready. 

Debate in May 1944 

What are the best targets for bombing runs: transportation lines or refineries? 
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-DAY ARRIVES 
June 5, 1944, was a stormy, sleep-

less night for those on the coast of 
Normandy, France, whether in the 
LSTs offshore, the bombers and glid-
ers overhead, the concrete bunkers 
on the beach, or among the partisans 
moving into position to disrupt German 
troop movements to the beach. Night 
air raids had become common, but this 
one seemed to get worse by the hour. 
On board the LSTs and transports, 
chaplains prayed, and the crowded men 
were deep in thoughts of family, home, 
and fear that they might not measure 
up. 

The Nazi defenders were not sure 
what was going on.Their radar stations 
had been bombed, the Luftwaffe had 
been grounded, and the naval ships 
remained in the harbor because of the storm. Railroads had been battered and telephone 
lines cut. The weather had been so bad that many defenders relaxed, thinking that no at-
tack would come in such miserable weather. Many German division commanders were 
away from their units attending a war game where the subject was a naval assault on 
Normandy. 

At Calais, the few remaining German radars began picking up signals produced by clever 
British engineers. Echoes of troc)p transports were made by reflector balloons carried 13y 
motor launches, and strips of aluminum foil dropped from RAF bombers simulated more 
planes. Most Luftwaffe planes in the region were rushed to Calais to stop the invaders. 

The beaches of Normandy had been given code names by the planners: from left to 
right, the beaches were named Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno, and Sword. Utah and Omaha 
were to be taken by U.S. troops, the others by British and Canadian troops. U.S. parachute 
and glider drops behind enemy lines at Utah were to precede the landing; British drops 
were behind the lines at Sword beach. 

The first British paratroopers and gliders landed shortly after midnight, and using click-
ers to find each other in the darkness, formed units and began completing their assign-
ments. The most difficult job went to a British paratroop battalion that was to take out guns 
surrounded by a barbed wire tangle, an antitank ditch, and machine gun nests. The guns 
were in a blockhouse with steel doors and thick concrete walls. Despite the obstacles, they 
succeeded, and saved many lives as a result. 

A slow German reaction time was critical to success. At 1:11 A.M., a phone call 
awakened a general informing him of the parachute drops. Word reached Rommel's chief 
of staff at about 2:15, but he did not believe this was the real invasion. However, he sent the 
message on to Runstedt. At 2:55, he sent the message to Berlin, but he was still not sure 
whether the attack was at Normandy or Calais. By 4:15 Runstedt concluded that Normandy 

D-Day Arrives 

The successful assault on the beaches of Normandy, 
France, allowed Allied troops to break the German's 
Atlantic Wall and start pushing them back towards 
Germany. 
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was the invasion site and ordered available reserves to Normandy. He sent a message to 
Jodi asking for approval. Jodl was not awakened until 6:30; he angrily denied the order for 
reserves since it had been done without permission. At that same time, observers looked 
out at the ocean and saw hundreds of ships and LSTs on the horizon. Then the naval bar-
rage began, and the ground shook along the 50-mile invasion front. 

The landing was a huge operation: 150,000 men, 12,000 planes, 1,500 tanks, 5,300 
ships. They were equipped with new machines never used before in war: portable harbors 
called Mullberries, flail tanks with big chains on them to pound the ground and explode 
mines (Crabs), amphibious tanks called DDs, and Crocodile tanks that shot flame instead 
of shells. 

Brigadier General Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., a veteran of three other landings, went 
with the men landing at Utah Beach. Fortunately for them, they were 2,000 yards away 
from the assigned landing site. Their beach was deserted, and they moved quickly inland. 
Omaha Beach was much more dangerous and losses there were heavy. Defensive posi-
tions were on cliffs that were hard to reach. Brigadier General Norman Cotta arrived on 
Omaha Beach at 7:30 and found that the men were terrified. Finding some Rangers, he 
said: "If you're Rangers, get up and lead the way." They took the challenge and climbed 
the cliff. The Canadians and British struggled at their beaches, but once past them, began 
to move inland. In one day, the Atlantic Wall was cracked. 

It was fortunate for the Allies that D-Day was a success, because a week later, on June 
12, the Germans launched their first V-1 rockets on England. Nicknamed "buzz bombs" 
and "doodle bugs," they flew at a maximum speed of 150 to 250 miles per hour (mph) 
and at an altitude of 2,000 to 3,000 feet. Cheap to build, they were designed for bombing 
large urban areas since they had no guidance systems. V-1s dropped with a high-pitched 
sound warning of their arrival. V-1s were so slow that many were shot down by the RAF 
or antiaircraft fire. 

V-2s were much more sophisticated. First used in September 1944, they flew at up to 
an altitude of 120 miles, then dropped at 2,000 mph. No defense could stop them. They 
often made a crater 30 feet deep when they crashed, so much of their explosion was 
muffled by the ground. 

German technology also produced the ME-262, a jet aircraft capable of flying 540 mph, 
much faster than any Allied plane. It came out in April 1944, and Luftwaffe pilots saw this 
as a tremendous interceptor. Hitler demanded that its wings be strengthened to make it a 
bomber. When it did intercept Allied bombers, it flew so fast it had to be slowed down to 
hit its target. Of the 220 used in combat, 120 were shot down. 

If the invasion had been delayed or defeated, these attacks would have changed the 
war and given Germany time to develop other weapons. 

Debate 

Success at Normandy came more from good planning than from luck and enemy mis-
takes. 
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• • 
O   0 

• • 

•   0 

0 • 
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• • 
O 0 

0 • 

0 • 

0 • 

• 7. How long was the invasion area? • 
• 

• • 
  • 

• 8. How many men and ships were involved? 
• • 

0 • 9. What were two nicknames given V-1s? •• 
• • 
•   • 
• 10. What was the fastest airplane used in the war? • 
• • 
•   • 

• • 
• • 
• • 

© Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 100 



ifl
World War II The Battle of the Bulge 

THE BATTLE OF 
THE BULGE 

The invasion of France moved 
along well after D-Day, and many 
GIs in the U.S. Army were looking 
forward to sightseeing in Berlin 
within a few months. Watching 
planes fly overhead with bomb 
loads destined for German cities 
gave added confidence to men 
on the ground. But the war was 
not over, and the enemy showed 

Although initially caught by surprise, Allied troops were able 
signs of refusing to accept defeat. to force the Germans to retreat after the Battle of the Bulge. 
The landing at Antwerp, Belgium, 
had failed to provide the supply line that was needed because the Germans still controlled 
the approaches to the port. At Arnhem in the Netherlands, an Allied force was beaten 
back. 

Hitler decided on a bold effort to break through the Allied line with a surprise attack 
through the Ardennes Forest. It was from the Ardennes that the Germans had attacked 
France in 1940; the plan this time was to drive toward Antwerp and split the Allied forces. 
The fuhrer was excited as he made his plans and forced them on his reluctant generals, 
Rundstedt and Model. With the Allies defeated in the low countries, he could launch more 
V-2 attacks on London and weaken English support for the war. 

The plans were devised in September, but Operation Wacht am Rhein (Watch on the 
Rhine) could not be carried out until December, when weather would hamper air support 
for the Allied armies. There were several problems with the plan. (1) The army brought 
together by the Germans to fight the battle included old men and the very young, as well 
as draftees from conquered regions, many of whom did not even speak German and cer-
tainly had no desire to die for the Third Reich. (2) Snow in the region was deep enough to 
stop a tank, and the forest was too thick for tanks to form a solid line for attack. (3) There 
was not enough fuel for the tanks. Unless they captured Allied supplies, the attack would 
literally run out of gas. (4) The attacking force had no reserves to fill in gaps in the line. 

Civilian reports of tanks rumbling in the forest were ignored by Allied commanders who 
doubted that the Germans had enough resources for another offensive campaign. Allied 
troops in the region were either inexperienced or were combat men resting from other 
battles. On December 16, the Panzers came out of the forest and overran Allied positions. 
To succeed, the offensive had to take certain key points quickly. 

One German drive was toward Spa, Belgium, where 3.5 million gallons of gasoline were 
stored. About 1 million gallons were removed before the Germans came. As the Panzers 
approached, 100,000 gallons were poured down the break they would be using and set 
on fire. Arriving U.S. tanks prevented any refueling stop at Spa. The Panzers then turned 
toward Trois Ponts where there was a bridge across the Ambleve River, but it was blown 
up as the Panzers arrived. Heading for another bridge, they found that it too had just been 
blown up. On December 18, that column of Panzers was spotted by low-flying planes, and 
troops were rushed to the area to block any advance. 
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Bastogne was a key town in the area road network, and both sides quickly saw its 
importance. More American troops were rushed in to prevent Bastogne from falling; the 
senior officer present was General Anthony McAuliffe. The Germans encircled the defend-
ers during the night of December 21-22, and the Germans offered surrender terms to 
McAuliffe. Cut off and running out of supplies, McAuliffe replied with a one-word message, 
"Nuts!" The U.S. troops were saved by air drops on the 23rd and their commander's skill in 
artillery fire, which stopped one Panzer thrust after another. Patton's tanks arrived on the 
26th to break the siege. 

General Otto Skorzeny trained English-speaking German soldiers for Operation Greif, 
an interesting plot to confuse Allied troop movements and, if possible, to kill Eisenhower. 
Dressed in captured uniforms, seven jeeploads of Germans made it through the line. They 
did some damage in cutting telephone lines and sending troops down the wrong roads, 
but the greatest effect was caused by one who was caught and who said there were thou-
sands of men in the unit. Americans began stopping those they did not know with questions 
like "Who is Mickey Mouse's girlfriend?" or "Who won the World Series last year?" These 
were questions the Germans had not prepared for. General Omar Bradley was stopped 
by a soldier asking: "What is the capital of Illinois?" He answered "Springfield." The soldier 
thought it was Chicago and asked who Bette Grable's husband was. The general did not 
know, but another soldier came, recognized Bradley, and let him go with the information 
that her husband was band director Harry James. The Germans who were captured were 
treated as spies and shot by firing squad. 

Another surprise of the Battle of the Bulge was a gigantic Luftwaffe attack by 1,000 
planes on New Year's Day. They destroyed 156 planes but lost 300. It was a costly attack 
since Allied planes could be replaced, but German planes could not. 

By January 16, 1945, the bulge had ceased to exist, and the Germans were retreating 
to the West Wall. The battle had cost Germany 100,000 casualties, 800 tanks, and 1,000 
planes. Hitler had again wasted resources in a battle he should never have fought. 

Debate 

Allied commanders were negligent in not expecting something like the Battle of the Bulge. 
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• 
• 

• 
• 

• 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 0 0 0 0 0 a a c e . c a a a 0 0 a a O O O O O O O O 0 

Name  Date 

CHALLENGES 

1. What two battles encouraged Hitler to think a counteroffensive might be useful? 

2. What name did Hitler give the new offensive? 

3. What was the German situation in regard to fuel supply? 

4. What happened when the Panzers came close to the U.S. fuel depot at Spa? 

5. What happened when the Panzers reached bridges crossing the AmblOve River? 

6. What U.S. general was in command at Bastogne? 

7. What did the general at Bastogne say that made him famous? 

8. How were Germans in Operation Greif dressed? 

9. What was the correct answer to the question, "Who is Mickey Mouse's girlfriend?" 

10. Who did not know the name of Bette Grable's husband? 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
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America and European Wars 
(Delivered by Charles Lindberg September 15, 1939) 

In times of great emergency, men of the same belief must gather together for mutual counsel and action. If they fail to do 
this, all that they stand for will be lost. I speak tonight to those people in the United States of America who feel that the 
destiny of this country does not call for our involvement in European wars. 

We must band together to prevent the loss of more American lives in these internal struggles of Europe. We must keep 
foreign propaganda from pushing our country blindly into another war. Modern war with all its consequences is too tragic 
and too devastating to be approached from anything but a purely American standpoint. We should never enter a war 
unless it is absolutely essential to the future welfare of our nation. 

This country was colonized by men and women from Europe. The hatreds, the persecutions, the intrigues they left behind, 
gave them courage to cross the Atlantic Ocean to a new land. They preferred the wilderness and the Indians to the 
problems of Europe. They weighed the cost of freedom from those problems, and they paid the price. In this country, they 
eventually found a means of living peacefully together — the same nationalities that are fighting abroad today. The 
quarrels of Europe faded out from American life as generations passed. Instead of wars between the English, French, and 
Germans, it became a struggle of the new world for freedom from the old — a struggle for the right of America to find her 
own destiny. The colonization of this country grew from European troubles and our freedom sprang from European war; 
for we won independence from England while she was fighting France. 

No one foresaw the danger ahead of us more clearly than George Washington. He solemnly warned the people of America 
against becoming entangled in European alliances. For over 100 years, his advice was followed. We established the 
Monroe Doctrine for America. We let other nations fight among themselves. Then, in 1917, we entered a European war. 
This time we were on England's side, and so were France and Russia. Friends and enemies reverse as decades pass — as 
political doctrines rise and fall. 

The Great War ended before our full force had reached the field. We escaped with the loss of relatively few soldiers. We 
measured our dead in thousands. Europe measured hers in millions. Europe has not yet recovered from the effects of this 
war and she has already entered another. A generation has passed since the Armistice of 1918, but even in America we are 
still paying for our part in that victory — and we will continue to pay for another generation. Now that war has broken out 
again, we in America have a decision to make on which the destiny of our nation depends. 

We must decide whether or not we intend to become forever involved in this age-old struggle between the nations of 
Europe. Let us not delude ourselves. If we enter the quarrels of Europe during war, we must stay in them in time of peace 
as well. It is madness to send our soldiers to be killed as we did in the last war if we turn the course of peace over to the 
greed, the fear, and the intrigue of European nations. We must either keep out of European ware entirely or stay in 
European affairs permanently. 

Arbitrary boundaries can only be maintained by strength of arms. The Treaty of Versailles either had to be revised as time 
passed, or England and France, to be successful, had to keep Germany weak by force. Neither policy was followed. As a 
result, another war has begun, a war which is likely to be far more prostrating than he last, a war which will again kill off 
the best youth of Europe, a war which may even lead to the end of our Western civilization. 

We must not permit our sentiment, our pity, or our personal feelings of sympathy, to obscure the issue, to affect our 
children's lives. We must be as impersonal as a surgeon with his knife. Let us make no mistake about the cost of entering 
this war. If we take part successfully, we must throw the resources of our entire nation into the conflict. Munitions alone 
will not be enough. We cannot count on victory merely by shipping abroad several thousand airplanes and cannon. We are 
likely to lose a million men, possibly several million — the best of American youth. We will be staggering under the 
burden of recovery during the rest of our lives. Democracy itself may not survive. If we enter the fighting for democracy 
abroad, we may end by losing it at home. 

Our safety does not lie in fighting European wars. It lies in our own internal strength, in the character of the American 
people and of American institutions. As long as we maintain an Army, a Navy, and an Air Force worthy of the name, as 
long as America does not decay within, we need fear no invasion of our country. 

And if Europe is prostrated again by war, as she has been so often in the past, then the greatest hope for our Western 
civilization lies in America. By staying out of war ourselves, we may even bring peace to Europe more quickly. Let us 
look to our own defenses and to our own character. If we attend to them, we have no need to fear what happens elsewhere. 
If we do not attend to them, nothing can save us. 
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Charles Lindbergh on WWII 
1. Charles Lindbergh feels the US should: 

a. Join the fight against the Nazis 
b. Support England in WWII 
c. Stay out of European Wars 
d. Become more interventionist 

2. According to Lindbergh, how can the US achieve this? 

3. Under what circumstances should the US enter a war? 

4. According to Lindbergh, why did most Europeans emigrate to America? 

5. How does Lindbergh characterize Europe? 
a Peaceful 
b. Civilized 
c. Squabbling 
d. Organized 

6. George Washington gave us what advice? 
a. Don't chop down cherry trees. 
b. Don't become entangled in European alliances. 
c. Spread democracy around the world. 
d. We should always enter wars on England's side. 

7. What international declaration follows Washington's advice? 
a. Treaty of Versailles 
b. Open Door Policy 
c. Monroe Doctrine 
d. Dollar Diplomacy 

8. Do you agree or disagree with Lindberg's opinion? Explain your answer. 
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Name:  

SPEECHES & PROMISES OF ADOLPH HITLER 
Directions: After each speech, describe Hitler's message and compose a list of things he promises his people. 

SPEECH AT MUNICH ON MARCH 15, 1929 
If men wish to live, then they are forced to kill others. The entire struggle for survival is a 
conquest of the means of existence, which in turn results in the elimination of others from 
these same sources of subsistence. As long as there are peoples on this earth, there will be 
nations against nations and they will be forced to protect their vital rights in the same way as 
the individual is forced to protect his rights. 

One is either the hammer or the anvil. We confess that it is our purpose to prepare the 
German people again for the role of the hammer. We admit freely and openly that if our 
movement is victorious, we will be concerned day and night with the question of how to 
produce the armed forces, which are forbidden us by the peace treaty [Treaty of 
Versailles]. We solemnly confess that we consider everyone a scoundrel who does not 
try day and night to figure out a way to violate this treaty, for we have never 
recognized this treaty...We will take every step which strengthens our arms, which 
augments the number of our forces, and which increases the strength of our people. 
We confess further that we will dash anyone to pieces who should dare hinder us in 
this undertaking...Our rights will be protected only when the German Reich 
[country] is again supported by the point of the German dagger... 

SPEECH AT NUREMBERG, SEPTEMBER 14, 1935 
Nothing is possible unless one will commands, a will which has to be obeyed 
by others, beginning at the top and ending only at the very bottom. This is 
the expression of an authoritarian state — not of a weak, babbling democracy 
— of an authoritarian state where everyone is proud to obey, because he 
knows: I will likewise be obeyed when I must take command. 
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The Pied Piper of saipan 
World War H is filled with stories of incredible courage and heroism on all sides. Often, these 
stories are about brave soldiers going above and beyond to save their fellow soldiers. However, 
one Mexican-American former gang member displayed as much bravery as anyone while saving 
over 1,500 enemy soldiers, earning the nickname "the Pied Piper of Saipan" in the process. 

Guy Gabaldon was born and raised in East Los Angeles, California, the fourth of seven children. As a 10-year old during 
the Great Depression, he helped his family by shining shoes on Skid Row. It was there that he fell into a multi-ethnic gang 
known as the "Moe Gang." He belonged to the gang for 2 years before his family sent him to live a Japanese-American 
family — the Nakanos — to get away. 

He was already friends with two of their boys: Lyle and Lane 
Nakano. All three of them were around the same age and 
went to the same school. The Nakano boys excelled in school 
work and never got into trouble with the law. Gabaldon 
attended language school every day with their children and 
learned to speak Japanese. He also learned about their 
customs and culture. 

When World War H broke out, President Roosevelt issued 
Executive Order 9066, which authorized the US to deport 
Japanese-Americans into internment camps. The Nakanos 
were sent to a center in Arizona. Lyle and Lane Nakano 
however, enlisted in the Army and were sent to the European 
front with a regiment of U.S.-born Japanese. 

Gabaldon joined the Marines on his 17th birthday. After a 
rigorous year-long training, he was made Marine Private in the 
2d Marine Division in the Saipan-Tinan Operation in the South 
Pacific. The date was June 15, 1944, and he was only 18. 

PPC Guy Gahahion (right) poses with dlew of the 1,500 

Saipan, a small island in the Western Pacific, was considered Japanese soldiers and civilians who surrendered to him, 

essential to establish airfields for America's B-29 bombers. during World War II 

More than 500 ships carrying over 100,000 U.S. military personnel, including Gabaldon, began the invasion of Saipan. Even 
though America was winning the war, Japanese soldiers rarely surrendered and, as the invasion went badly for the Japanese, 
they were ordered by their superiors to kill seven U.S. troops for every man they lost or commit suicide. 

Gabaldon was out on patrol the very first day that he arrived on Saipan and returned to camp with two prisoners he caught 
using the, "backstreet Japanese" he learned while with the Nakaono family. He was reprimanded by his superior officers for 
such a risky maneuver, but the next night he went out and did it again. Gabaldon carefully approached a cave, shot the 
guards outside, and yelled in Japanese, "You're surrounded and have no choice but to surrender. Come out, and you will not 
be killed! I assure you will be well-treated. We do not want to kill you!" The next morning he returned with 50 Japanese 
prisoners. As a result, Gabaldon was permitted by his commanding officer to act as a "lone wolf" operator. 

Later, after spending a night near Saipan's northern cliffs, Gabaldon heard thousands of Japanese troops and civilians 
preparing for a large "banzai charge." Gabaldon quickly reported this information, which enabled the U.S. troops to prepare . 
an overwhelming defense. The attack was disastrous for the Japanese, and the surviving Japanese returned to their positions. 
The next day, Gabaldon captured two more guards and convinced one of them to return to his cave, with an offering of 
surrender. Shortly after, a Japanese officer showed up. After speaking to Gabaldon, he accepted the conditions of surrender - 
and over 800 soldiers and civilians surrendered to Gabaldon, who turned them over to the U.S. military authorities. For his 
exploits, Gabaldon became known as "The Pied Piper of Saipan". 

Gabaldon continued to capture more Japanese soldiers until he was wounded in a machine gun ambush. He was credited 
with the capture of 1,500 enemy personnel, was recommended for the Medal of Honor, and awarded a Silver Star. 
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The Pied Piper of saipan 
Directions: After reading the story about Guy Gabaldon, answer the following questions in complete sentences. 

1. Why was Gabaldon sent to live with the Nakano family? 

2. What was Executive Order 9066? 

3. What does it tell you about Lyle and Lane that they joined the army? 

4. What parts of Gabaldon's upbringing helped him in Saipan? Explain. 

5. Why do you think Gabaldon was reprimanded at first for bringing prisoners back to camp? 

6. Why do you think the Japanese rarely surrendered? 

7. How was Gabaldon honored for his accomplishments? 

8. Why was he given the nickname "the Pied Piper"? 

9. What did you learn from this story? 



Name: 

A? 

MAJOR TIMM. 
BATTLES IN WORLD INAK 

Battle of Midway 
(1942) 

The US Navy sinks four 
Japanese aircraft carriers and 
destroys hundreds of planes. 
Japan is turned back for the 

first time in the Pacific. 

Battle of Stalingrad 
(1942-43) 

The Germans try to take 
Stalingrad but Russian troops and 

freezing weather force their 
eventual surrender despite 

massive casualties on both sides. 

Turning Points 
of WWII 

The Invasion of Normandy 
D-Day (June 6, 1944) 

Allied troops land on beaches of 
Normandy, France in largest invasion in 
history. They go on to free France from 

Nazi rale mid meet Sovicts iii &ilia 

Battle of El Alamien 
(1942) 

The British drive back German 
advances and force the German 

surrender of African lands 

Invasion of Italy 
(1943) 

British and American forces land in 
Sicily and advance on into mainland 

Italy. Hitler is forced to divert troops to 
Italy to fight inc 

1. What year was Italy invaded and by whom?  

2. How were the Germans defeated at Stalingrad?  

3. Why was the Battle of Midway considered a turning point in the Pacific?  

4. How did the invasion of Italy affect Hitler's Germany?  

5. Why do you think the invasion of Normandy came so late in the war?  
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Name: 

'THE AMERICAN HOMEFRONT DURING WORLD WAR II 
Document #1: New Roles for Women during WWII 

With so many men fighting overseas, the demand for women workers 
rose sharply. In 1940, before the United States get involved in WWII, 
about 14 million women worked — about 25% of the nation's labor 
force. By 1945, that number had climbed to more than 19 million — 
roughly 30% of the nation's labor force. 

Women worked in munitions factories, shipyards, and offices. Much 
of the nation welcomed the growing numbers of women into the 
workplace. The country promoted "Rosie the Riveter" — an image of 
a strong woman hard at work at an arms factory — as its cherished 
symbol for its new group of wage earners. 

ROOIE THE RIVETER 
All day long, 
Whether rain or shine, 
She's part of the assembly line. 
She's making history, 
Working for victory, 
Rosie the Riveter. 
Keeps a sharp lookout for sabotage, 
Sitting up there on the fuselage. 
That little girl will do more than a male will do. 
Rosie's got a friend, Charlie. 
Charlie, he's a Marine. 
Rosie is protecting Charlie, 
Working overtime on the riveting machine. 
When they gave her a production "E," 
She was as proud as she could be. 
There's something true about, 
Red, white, and blue about, 
Rosie the Riveter. 

Swig by: Redd Evans & John Jacob Loeb (1942) 

DOCUMENT 1 QUESTIONS 
I. Why was there a sharp increase in the number of women in 

the workforce in 1945? 

2. What types of jobs did women have during World War 11? 

3. Who was "Rosie the Riveter"? 

4. Looking at the picture above, describe what type of woman 

"Rosie the Riveter" seems to be. 

5. In your own words, describe the image that the song lyrics 

paint about "Rosie the Riveter." 
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Document #2: The War Production Board (WPB) 
The effort to defeat the Axis powers took more than just soldiers. 
American forces needed planes, tanks, weapons, parachutes, and other 
supplies. Under the guidance of the War Production Board, factories 
churned out materials around the clock. By 1945, the country had built 
about 75,000 ships. The United States was 

producing 60% of the Allied 
ammunition. The War Production 
Board put up posters expressing the 
urgency of the war on the factory floor. 
Tacked up on bulletin boards, next to 
time clocks, on factory walls, and in 
break rooms, posters such as the one 
that follows served as constant 
reminders of the war and the need to 
increase production. Slogans such as 
Every Minute Counts were posted as 
well as instructions for effectiveness. 

300,000 aircraft and 

Good news from home 

MORE PRODUCTION 
I. What was the WPB? 

2. What was its purpose? 

DOCUMENT 2 QUESTIONS 

3. How did the WPB encourage workers to 
produce more goods? 

Document #3: Rationing 
Because the armed forces needed so many materials, some of 
the items Americans took for granted became scarce. For 
example, American auto-makers did not produce any cars 
between 1942 and 1945. Instead, they built tanks, jeeps, and 
airplanes. Items such as gasoline, tires, shoes, meat, and sugar 
were also in short supply. To divide these scarce goods among its citizens, the government established a system 
of rationing. Under this system, families received a fixed amount of a certain item. 

1/ 

LETS? 
CATCH HIM 
WITH HIS „ 
v otERS 

DOWN I 

WE WILL-IF WE 
KEEPElif 

Do with less-
so they'll have 
enough! 

3(411k1110(141VII UYGUR PAIR SHARE 

FOOD IS A WEAPON 

DOCUMENT 3 QUEOTION5 
1. What is the system of rationing? 

2. Why was rationing necessary? 

DON WASTE IT! 
1UY WSW- COOK CA AER/U.Y.W R AU 

3. What types of goods were rationed during World War II? 
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Document #4: Victory Gardens 
During World War II there was a campaign to encourage the use of homegrown 
foods. Because commercially canned goods were rationed, the Victory Garden 
became an indispensable source of food for the home front. The Victory Garden 
was a household activity during the war and one of the most well received of all 
home front chores. At its peak, it is estimated that nearly 20 million gardens 
were grown and about 40 percent of all vegetables produced in the U.S. came 
from Victory Gardens. Across the nation, home canning and preserving of farm 
produce flourished so that more supplies would be made available for our troops. 
The idea was simple in conception and inexpensive for the individual American 
at home to carry out. Of all the advertising techniques used to make Americans 
feel a part of the war effort, propaganda posters were perhaps the most 
successful. 

DOCUMENT 4 QUESTIONS 
1. What was a Victory Garden? 

2. Why did people grow them during WWII? 

3. About how much of the nation's vegetables were produced by Victory 
Gardens? 

4. How did the government encourage people to grow these gardens? 

Document #5: New Roles for Minorities during WWII 
World War H created new job opportunities for minorities on the home front. 
More than one million African Americans worked in the defense industry during 
the war. Many of these jobs were along the West Coast and in the North. As a result, more than one million 
African Americans migrated from the South during the war. On paper, African Americans enjoyed equal rights 
in some workplaces. Besides African Americans, other minority groups also lent support to the home front 
effort. Some 46,000 Native Americans left their reservations to work in the nation's war industries. Tens of 
thousands Hispanics also joined the ranks of the country's war-related laborers and lent support to the farm 
industry. Both African Americans and Mexican Americans faced a great deal of prejudice in the United States 
as they attempted to aid in the war effort. 

;7iLAN1 A V CIIIT GARDEN 

A CARDEN WI R MAKE Y.011A iiiineys GO FURTHER 

AN 1m ARTOON 
toSER Ow 

DOCUMENT 5 QUESTIONS 
1. How did minorities' role change during World War 

2. Name three minority groups who aided in the war effort during WWII. 

3. How were these minority groups treated? 

eChniC0tOr 
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Document #6: Internment Camps 
In the aftermath of Pearl Harbor, a growing number of 
Americans began to direct their anger toward people of 
Japanese ancestry. In the days and weeks after Pearl Harbor, 
several newspapers declared Japanese Americans to be a 
security threat. President Roosevelt eventually responded to 
the growing anti-Japanese hysteria. In February 1942, he 
signed an order that allowed for the removal of Japanese and 
Japanese Americans from the Pacific Coast. This action came 
to be known as the Japanese-American internment. More 
than 110,000 men, women, and children were rounded up. 
They had to sell their homes and possessions and leave their 
jobs. These citizens were placed in internment camps, areas 
where they were kept under guard. In these camps families 
lived in single rooms with little privacy. About two-thirds of 
the people sent to live in internment camps were Nisei, Japanese Americans born in the United States. Many 
Japanese Americans argued that internment for racial reasons was unconstitutional. The Supreme Court, 
however, upheld internment throughout the war. However, in 1988 Congress apologized for the treatment of 
Japanese Americans during WWII and voted to pay survivors of the camps $20,000. 

THE WRA RELOCATION CAMPS, 1942-1946 
DOCUMENT 6 QUESTION 

: 
s,1. What are internment camps? Why were , , 

these camps? , ( ‘•-•--1-, ----------- tio-UNTA-1-N--1,t. _-

Japanese Americans forced to live in 0 . 
---- ,...- -1_ • u•sbott
CALM i " 

•nkt tAkT - -r - - 
I WYOMING

-7-0370R-A4D01-i.....___-_ ' 11.---117 t.
• 701111 

---OUR  1 •4RANADA r MANZANAR ' '. ----- 4 -----

2. What are Nisei? 

3. What were conditions like at these camps? 

4. Why did some people claim that internment camps were unconstitutional? 

e Students of History - htto://www.teachersnayteachers.com/Store/Students-Of-History 

\ • \ •••! ARIZONA I 
AAKA 

• ROO" '1•Posrom I • *Root %. 
• GiU !RIVER 

i i 

"" 1 



4 

YURI KOCHIYAMA ON JAPANESE INTERNMENT CAMPS 

The Japanese-American civil rights activist and author Yuri Kochiyama was born and raised in San Pedro, California. She and 
her Amily were among the 120,000 Japanese Americans on the West Coast who were rounded up in a wave of anti-Japanese 
hysteria that jbllowed the bombing of Pearl Harbor. President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 on 
Februaty 19, 1942, giving the army the power to arrest all Japanese-Americans (mostly children born in the United States) and 
transport them to camps to live under prison conditions. Yuri Kochiyama describes the conditions in the detention camps. 

I was red, white and blue when I was growing up. I 
taught Sunday school, and was very, very American. But 

was also very provincial. We were just kids rooting for 
our high school. 

I was 19 at the time of the evacuation. I had just finished 
junior college. I was looking for a job, and didn't realize 
how different the school world was from the work world. 
In the school world, I never felt racism. But when you got 
into the work world, it was very difficult. This was 1941, 
just before the war. I finally did get a job at a department 
store. For us back then, it was a big thing, because I don't 
think they had ever hired an Asian in a department store 
before. I tried, because I saw a Mexican friend who got a 
job there. 

Everything changed for me on the day Pearl Harbor was bombed. On that very day-December 7, the FBI came and they took 
my father. He had just come home from the hospital the day before. For several days we didn't know where they had taken him. 
Then we found out that he was taken to the federal prison at Terminal Island. Overnight, things changed for us. 

Most Japanese Americans had to give up their jobs, whatever they did, and were told they had to leave. The edict for 9066--
President Roosevelt's edict for evacuation--was in February 1942. We were moved to a detention center that April. 

We were sent to an assembly center in Arcadia, California, in April. It was the largest assembly center on the West Coast 
having nearly 20,000 people. There were some smaller centers with about 600 people. All along the West Coast: Washington, 
Oregon, California-there were many, many assembly centers, but ours was the largest. Most of the assembly centers were either 
fairgrounds, or race tracks. Many of us lived in stables. They said you could take what you could cany. 

I was so red, white and blue. I couldn't believe this was happening to us. America would never do a thing like this to us. This 
was the greatest country in the world. So, I thought this is only going to be for a short while, maybe a few weeks or something, 
and they will let us go back. At the beginning no one realized how long this would go on. At first, I didn't feel the anger that 
much because I thought maybe this was the way we could show our love for our country, and we should not make too much 
fuss or noise, we should abide by what they asked of us. I'm a totally different person now than I was back then. I was naive 
about so many things. The more I think about it, the more I realize how little you learn about Aincrican history. 

It's just what they want you to know. 

We always called the camps "relocation centers" while we were there. Now we feel it is apropos to call them concentration 
camps. It is not the same as the concentration camps of Europe; those we feel were death camps. Concentration camps were a 
concentration of people placed in an area, and disempowered and disenfranchised. So it is apropos to call what I was in a 
concentration camp. After two years in the camp, I was released .... 

Historically, Americans have always been putting people behind walls. First there were the American Indians who were put on 
reservations, Africans in slavery; their lives on the plantations, Chicanos doing migratcay work and the kinds of camps they 
lived in, and even too, the Chinese when they worked on the railroad camps where they were almost isolated, dispossessed 
people-disempowered. And I feel those are the things we should fight against so they won't happen again. 

This whole period of what the Japanese went through is important. If we can see the connections of how often this happens in 
history, we can stem the tide of these things happening again by speaking out against them. 
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Name 

YURI KOCRIYAMA ON JAPANESE INTERNMENT LAMPS 

1. What is most likely the meaning of "provincial" in Yuri's first paragraph? 
a. Wise 
b. Bold 
c. Naïve 
d. Athletic 

2. According to Yuri, how was the work world different from life in her school? 
a. It was easier. 
b. It was racist. 
c. The days were longer. 
d. There were fewer teachers. 

3. Why didn't Yuri feel anger toward America at first? 
a. They were kept in stables with horses. 
b. She was with her friends. 
c. She enjoyed her time at the camp. 
d. She could show her love for America. 

4. What does Yuri mean by "It's just what they want you to know."? 
a. Most only learn about the good things America does in school. 
b. They want all people to learn about Japanese internment. 
c. The USA wanted to teach the Japanese manners. 
d. Most schools only teach about technical job skills. 

5. Yuri would classify Auschwitz as a 
a. Death Camp 
b. Concentration Camp 
c. Relocation Center 
d. Internment Camp. 

6. According to Yuri, what other groups have been put behind walls in America? 

7. Why is the "whole period of what the Japanese went through is important" according to Yuri? 

8. Which crime is worse: placing innocent civilians into prison camps such as Manzanar or mistreating soldiers in 
the way the Japanese did to Americans on the Bataan Death March? Be sure to explain your answer. 

C Students of History - http://www.teachersoavteachers.com/Store/Students-Of-History 
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arry Truman on Using the A-Bomb 
The following excerpt is taken from the dimy of President Harry S. 
Truman. This entry is dated July 25, 1945. The first atomic bomb was 
dropped on Hiroshima, Japan on Aug. 6, 1945. A second was dropped on 
Nagasaki 3 days later. 

We have discovered the most terrible bomb in the history of the 
world. It may be the fire destruction prophesied in the 

Euphrates Valley Era, after Noah and his fabulous Ark. 

Anyway we "think" we have found the way to cause a 

disintegration of the atom. An experiment in the New Mexico 
desert was startling - to put it mildly. Thirteen pounds of the 
explosive caused the complete disintegration of a steel tower 60 
feet high, created a crater 6 feet deep and 1,200 feet in 

diameter, knocked over a steel tower 1/2 mile away and 

knocked men down 10,000 yards away. The explosion was 
visible for more than 200 miles and audible for 40 miles and 

more. 

This weapon is to be used against Japan between now and 

August 10th. I have told the Sec. of War, Mr. Stimson, to use it 
so that military objectives and soldiers and sailors are the target 

1 and not women and children. Even if the Japs are savages, 

ruthless, merciless and fanatic, we as the leader of the world for 
the common welfare cannot drop that terrible bomb on the old capital or the new. 

He and I are in accord. The target will be a purely military one and we will issue a warning statement asking the 
Japs to surrender and save lives. I'm sure they will not do that, but we will have given them the chance. It is 
certainly a good thing for the world that Hitler's crowd or Stalin's did not discover this atomic bomb. It seems to 
be the most terrible thing ever discovered, but it can be made the most useful... 

Discussion Questions 
Source: Truman Libraly & MUSC11171, hUp://www.trumanlibraly.org 

1. What was Truman's directive about where to use the bomb?  

2. Do you believe Truman's directive was followed? Explain. 

2. How does Truman describe the Japanese?  

4. How does Truman justify dropping the bomb on the Japanese?  

© Students of History - http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Students-Of-History 
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N8V i iO I ers 
During World War 11, on the dramatic day when Marines raised the American flag at Iwo Jima, the first word of this 
momentous news crackled over the radio in odd sounding noises. Throughout the war, the Japanese were repeatedly 
baffled and infuriated by these seemingly inhuman sounds. They conformed to no linguistic system known to the 
Japanese. 

The curious sounds were the military's way to give tactics and strategy that the master cryptographers in Tokyo were 
unable to decipher. This perfect code was the language of the Navajo tribe. Its application in WWII as a secret system of 
communication was one of the war's best-kept secrets. 

The military was desperate for a way to open clear 
lines of communication among troops that would 
not be easily intercepted by the enemy. In the 
1940s there was no such thing as a secure line. All 
talk had to go out onto the public airwaves. 
Standard codes were an option, but the 
cryptographers in Japan could quickly crack them. 
And there was another problem: The Japanese 
were proficient at intercepting short-distance 
communications, on walkie-talkies for example, 
and then having well-trained English-speaking 
soldiers sabotage the message or send out false 
commands to set up an ambush. 

The solution was conceived by the son of 
missionaries to the Navajos, a former Marine _ 
named Philip Johnston. His idea: station a native 

Navajo speaker at every radio. Since Navajo had never been written down or translated into any other language, it was an 
entirely self-contained human communication system restricted to Navajos alone; it was virtually indecipherable without 
Navajo help. 

Without some key or way into a language, translation is virtually impossible. Not long after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, the 
military dispatched 29 Navajos to begin a test program. These first recruits had to develop technical terms of military artillery, 
since the Navajo had no words for tanks or missiles. 

According to Chester Nez, one of the original code talkers: "Everything we used in the code was what we lived with on 
the reservation every day, like the ants, the birds, bears. Thus, the term for a tank was turtle, a tank destroyer was tortoise 
killer. A battleship was whale. A hand grenade was potato, and plain old bombs were eggs. A fighter plane was 
hummingbird, and a torpedo plane a swallow. Hitler was translated to "Crazy White Man." 

It didn't take long for the original 29 recruits to expand to an elite corps of 425 Navajo Marines all from the American 
Southwest. Each Talker was so valuable, he traveled with a personal bodyguard. In the event of capture, the Talkers had 
solemnly agreed to commit suicide rather than allow America's most valuable war code fall into the hands of the enemy. 

The language of the Code Talkers, their mission, and every detail of their messaging apparatus was a secret they were all 
ordered to keep, even from their own families. It wasn't until 1968, when the military felt convinced that the Code Talkers 
would not be needed for any future wars, that America learned of the incredible contribution a handful of Native 
Americans made to winning history's biggest war. 

The Navajo Code Talkers, sending and receiving as many as 800 errorless messages at fast speed during the fog of battle, 
are widely credited with giving U.S. troops the decisive edge at Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Saipan, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa. 



e I Riveter 
The War Advertising Council's "Women in War Jobs" 
campaign was the most successful advertising recruitment 
campaign in American history. 

Rosie the Riveter, a fictional character immortalized by 
posters supporting the war effort and a wartime song of the 
same name, helped to recruit more than two million women 
into the workforce. With millions of American men heading 
off to war, the nation was desperate for workers to staff the 
manufacturing plants needed for the war effort. 

In December 1941, almost 13 million women were at work. 
By February 1943, that number rose to 15 million, but there 
was a need for two million more women by early 1944. The 
jobs that needed employees were in war production plants 
and necessary civilian services, as both were essential to 
support the country. Until this time, millions of American 
women had never worked outside their homes. The idea of 
taking any kind of job outside of their homes was a new 
idea, and like all new ideas, required explanation. 

The nation's major magazines devoted their September 1943 
covers to portrayals of women in war jobs, creating 
approximately 125 million advertisements. Womanpower ads, most of which were full pages, were among the 
interior pages of these magazines. Motion pictures, newspapers, radio, trade press, employee publications, and 
in-store displays all tied in importantly. Even museums participated, with the Museum of Modem Art in New 
York conducting a contest for the best magazine covers. 

RIO P11111t1311 CI IIIIIIIN EST flI/II 

REOROWITO -A NEW 
RECLAIM SERIAL 

Ileart on Her Sleeve _—
EDGAR SNOW 

IISPORIS ON GERMAN 
ATROCITIES 

The underlying theme was that the social change required to 
bring women into the workforce was a patriotic responsibility 
for women, and an opportunity for employers to support the 
war economy. Those ads led to a tremendous change in the 
relationship between women and the workplace. As a result, 
employment outside of the home became socially acceptable 
and even desirable. 

Rosie's image graced postage stamps and the cover of 
Smithsonian magazine and before long Rosie the Riveter 
became a nickname for women working in wartime industries. 
In May of 2002, Norman Rockwell's Rosie the Riveter 
painting was auctioned by Sotheby's for nearly $5 million. 



The Iii ewe en 
During World War II, President Roosevelt directed the Air Corps to admit black units, but they were required to serve in 
segregated flying units. They faced the same racial tensions and discriminations that existed in the United States at that 
time, but were determined to serve and protect their country in spite of the jaunts and jeers. 

Over 1,000 men trained as pilots and earned their wings at the Tuskegee Army Air Field in Tuskegee, Alabama. They flew 
more than 15,000 missions over North Africa and Europe. The units made ground attacks, patrolled coastlines, and acted as 
bomber escorts. As bomber escorts, they are credited with never losing an American bomber to enemy aircraft The red tails of 
their planes were a welcome sight to the bomber crews that they protected. 

, The Airmen served in the North African campaign and were transported to 
Casablanca, Morocco, on the USS Mariposa. Their first combat mission 
was to attack the small but strategic volcanic island of Pantelleria in the 
Mediterranean Sea in preparation for the Allied invasion of Sicily in July 
1943. 

The Tuskegee Airmen were initially equipped with P-40 Warhawks, but 
later switched to the airplane that they would become most identified with, 
the P-51 Mustang. 

In January 1944, German fighter-bombers raided Anzio but 11 of the 
Tuskegee Fighter Squadron's pilots shot down enemy fighters, including 
Capt. Charles B. Hall, who shot down two. The eight fighter squadrons 
defending Anzio together shot down a total of 32 Germans, and the 
Tuskegee had the highest score among them with 13. 

The squadron won its second Distinguished Unit Citation in May 1944, 
after attacking German positions on Monastery Hill, attacking infantry on the hill for a counterattack, and bombing a 
nearby strong point to force the surrender of the German garrison. 

Flying escort for heavy bombers, they racked up an impressive combat record. Reportedly, the Luftwaffe awarded the 
Airmen the nickname, "Schwarze Vogelmenschen," or "Black Birdmen." The Allies called the Airmen "Redtails" or 
"Redtail Angels," because of the distinctive crimson paint on the vertical stabilizers of the unit's aircraft. Although 
bomber groups would request Redtail escort when possible, few bomber crew members knew at the time that the Redtails 
were black. 

By the end of the war, the Tuskegee Airmen were 
credited with 109 Luftwaffe aircraft shot down and 
destruction of numerous fuel dumps, trucks and 
trains. The squadrons flew more than 1,500 
missions. The Tuskegee Airmen were awarded 
several Silver Stars, 150 Distinguished Flying 
Crosses, 8 Purple Hearts, 14 Bronze Stars and 744 
Air Medals. 

In all, 992 pilots were trained in Tuskegee from 
1940 to 1946; about 445 deployed overseas and 
150 Airmen lost their lives in training or combat. 
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-can Nisei ts 
Most are unaware of the Japanese-American participation in World War IL Even though 
many Japanese were being interned in prison camps such as Manzanar, there were a select 
few that were enlisted in the US army to help break the language barrier. 

Nisei is the term for first generation Japanese-Americans. They were born and raised in 
America, but with parents who emigrated from Japan. The army interviewed 5,000 Nisei to 
act as translators in the war. The ones that were accepted were ironically sent to a special 
school in Minnesota to better comprehend the customs and language of Japan. 3,700 Nisei 
graduated from the school served in the Pacific, saving many American lives. 

During World War lithe Nisei quickly earned distinction in combat. They were originally 
recruited primarily as interpreters, but soon came to serve in other capacities as Nvell. The 
military also used them as both scouts and combatants. 

In the Philippines the Nisei provided a valuable service by translating documents obtained 
from the enemy, and by the time the United States was ready to invade the Philippines the 
translations had helped the American army garner a comprehensive understanding of the 
Japanese plans. 

Many Nisei served in Burma and China in the 5307th regiment that was known as "Merill's 
Marauders" in honor of its commander Brigadier General Frank D. Merrill. Under his 
command the Nisei served as spies, who traveled to enemy lines to eavesdrop on the enemy 
plans. The Nisei soon earned the admiration of their comrades for their loyalty and valor. 

During the war two all-Nisei regiments were formed. The first was the 100th Infantry Battalion of Hawaii, and it was the 
only Nisei regiment during the immediate aftermath of Pearl Harbor. As the war progressed, necessity caused the 
formation of yet another all-Nisei regiment, the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, which fought in North Africa, France, 
and Italy and became known for its fanatic fighting style. 

By enlisting in the army the Nisei demonstrated their loyalty to 
America. Their oath of honor and loyalty to our country and our 
liberties would contribute to the eventual just treatment and 
equality of the Nisei. The government and the people both began 
to doubt the morality of Japanese internment. 

The 442nd became the most decorated active American unit in 
World War H and suffered the highest casualty rate of any 
American regiment during the entire war. The members received 
much recognition, including seven Presidential Unit Citations, 52 
Distinguished Service Crosses, and 560 Silver Stars. The 100th 
Infantry Battalion also earned distinction, and obtained over 
1000 Purple Hearts. Included among them was Daniel Inouye, 
who lost his arm fighting in Italy. He is currently a Senator from 
Hawaii. 

Although Japanese Americans were targets of hostility and 
persecution at the start of World War 11, as the war progressed 
American attitudes towards them were changed, due in a large 
part to the distinguishable military service of the Nisei. With the 
help of the Nisei, America was victorious in several decisive 
battles including the Battle at Midway, against the Japanese 
empire. 
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PEARL HARBOR 
Japanese diplomats in Washington, D.C. had not yet broken off diplomatic relations with the United States when the fi rst 

wave of the Japanese attack fell on Pearl Harbor on the morning of December 7, 1941. Believing that the United States was an 
impediment to their empire-building plans, Japanese militarists planned the attack after the United States had placed an embargo on 
the sale of oil and scrap metals to Japan. 

At 7:55 a.m. in Hawaii, Japanese bombers, torpedo bombers and fighters descended on the U.S. Pacific fleet. What had started as 
a sleepy Sunday morning, typically a day American military personnel could sleep late, turned into a bloody nightmare as planes 
displaying the red ball of the Japanese flag wreaked chaos on battleship row. 

Expecting an attack on the Philippines or British Malaya, the U.S. Navy had withdrawn most of the Pacific Fleet to Hawaii. 
When the Japanese aircraft struck, the American battleships were lined up in a row in Pearl Harbor. They were without torpedo nets 
and their anti-aircraft guns were not ready. Torpedoes, from the first wave of the Japanese attack, struck and sunk the U.S battleships 
Arizona, Oklahoma, West Virginia, and California. 

Japanese bombers also attacked five U.S. airfields. The American planes, lined up wing-to-wing to protect against saboteurs 
made easy targets for Japanese bombers. 

The second wave of the Japanese attack came an hour later. By the time the attack was over, more than 2,400 American 
soldiers and sailors had been killed and more than 1,000 were injured. A total of eight battleships, three cruisers and four other ships 
were lost and 188 airplanes had been destroyed. Ships that hadn't been sunk were damaged. The American Pacific Fleet was all but 
destroyed. Through a stroke of luck, two American aircraft carriers were at sea when the attack took place. Japanese losses were light 
and they had come very close to achieving their goal of completely destroying the U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

On December 8, 1941, President Roosevelt went before Congress to ask for a declaration of war against Japan. 

"Yesterday, December 7, 1941—a date which shall live in infamy—the 
United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by the 
naval and air forces of Japan. . . . No matter how long it may take us. . . 
the American people in their righteous might will win through to 
absolute victory." 

--Franklin D. Roosevelt 

The Senate voted unanimously and the House voted 388 to I to declare war on Japan. On December II, Japan's allies, Germany and 
Italy declared war on the United States and Congress reciprocated. 

The United States, woefully under-prepared for war, now faced a war on two fronts. All talk of isolationism faded as 
Americans rallied to support their country, an unintended effect of the Japanese assault. 

Shortly after their attack on Pearl Harbor, the Japanese bombed American bases in Wake Island, Guam and the Philippines 
and attacked British and Dutch outposts as well. For almost a year after the attack, the Japanese controlled the Pacific and Americans 
were ill prepared to respond. 
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MIDWAY 
On April 18, 1942, American bombs fell on Tokyo. Launched from the aircraft carrier Hornet, the sixteen B-25 bombers 

could attack from a greater distance than the carrier's usual short-range bombers. The attack on Tokyo, known as "Doolittle's Raid," 
did minimal damage to Tokyo but boosted American morale after a stream of disappointing losses. 

Doolittle's Raid also prompted a shift in Japanese priorities. The American fleet had to be destroyed. The Japanese would 
not risk another attack on Tokyo and the Emperor. Admiral Yamamoto, commander of the Japanese fleet, had a plan. He believed 
that he could lure the American fleet into battle by attacking Midway Island, the last American base in the North Pacific. 

American code-breakers, however, had already broken the Japanese Navy's code. American Admiral Chester Nimitz ordered 
U.S. carriers to positions just off Midway. When the Japanese launched their aircraft against the island on June 4, 1942, the 
Americans were ready. American anti-aircraft guns wiped out 38 of the Japanese planes. 

As the Japanese were preparing for a second wave of attack, American planes took off from the aircraft carriers Enterprise, 
Hornet and Yorktown. The Japanese were caught between attacks with aircraft, fuel and bombs exposed on the decks of their carriers. 
One of the Japanese carriers was sunk. The other three were barely afloat. Admiral Yamamoto retreated with remaining vessels. 

The Battle of Midway was an important American victory and a turning point in the Pacific war. The Japanese Fleet lost four 
large carriers and 250 aircraft, materials the Japanese could not easily replace. Japan's advance in the Pacific had been stopped. The 
battle of Midway marked the limit of Japanese expansion toward the Hawaiian Islands and put Japan on the defensive. 



EL ALAMEIN (OPERATION TORCH) 
At Churchill's urging, American and British ground troops would hit the periphery of the Nazi empire first. This would give 

novice (inexperienced) troops an opportunity to develop combat experience before facing the tough battles to come on the European 
continent. 

By July 1942 Hitler's Afrika Korps, under the command of General Erwin Rommel, stood poised to take El Alatnein, Egypt, 
a railway junction about 70 miles from Alexandria. Adapting blitzkrieg tactics to desert warfare, Rommel, known as the" Desert 
Fox," had pushed the British back from the Egyptian frontier to El Alamein and from there stood ready to take the Suez Canal and the 
oil fields of the Middle East. El Alamein held tremendous strategic importance. The Suez Canal was Britain's link to its empire in the 
east, and the risk of the oil-rich Middle East fueling the Nazi war machine was a clear threat. 

Axis forces, however, had problems with supply lines. Making the most of these shortages, British General Bernard 
Montgomery led the British Eighth Army in defeating Rommel's German and Italian troops and then relentlessly pursued them 
through the desert as they retreated from Egypt and into Libya. 

Meanwhile, the Americans had landed at Casablanca, Oran and Algiers and pushed east over rugged terrain for more than 
500 miles. Attempting to trap German and Italian troops fleeing from the British, inexperienced American forces at first faced defeat 
at the Kasserine Pass. Reinforcements and air power helped the allies to rally and on May 7, 1943, 250,000 German and Italian 
soldiers surrendered to the allies. 

The British victory at El Alamein was the turning point that eventually led to the defeat of Axis forces in North Africa by 
May of 1943. To the war-weary British people, who had struggled alone against Hitler for more than a year before the United States 
entered the conflict, the victory at El Alamein, the first real British victory of the war provided an enormous psychological boost. 
"Tonight you may rejoice. Tonight there is sugar on the cake," Churchill responded to news of the victory. (quoted from Franklin and 
Winston: An Intimate Portrait of an Epic Friendship, by Jon Meacham, p. 202) 



STALRIGRAD 
German troops invaded the Soviet Union in June 1941. Although stopped by the Soviet winter, Nazi forces took the 

offensive again in the summer of 1942. Hitler hoped to capture Soviet oil fields in the Caucasus Mountains and hoped to capture the 
major Soviet industrial center of Stalingrad. After brutal house-to-house combat, the Germans captw•ed most of the city of Stalingrad 
by the end of September. 

As another Soviet winter rolled in, Soviet forces launched a counter-offensive laying siege to the city and cutting off German 
supplies. By early February, 1943, the starving and frozen German troops surrendered. The Soviets had lost 1,100,000 soldiers 
while more than 230,000 German soldiers had died at the battle of Stalingrad. 

Despite staggering Soviet losses, the Battle of Stalingrad marked a turning point on the eastern front. From this point on, 
Soviet forces were on the offensive and the Germans were in retreat on the Soviet front. 
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THE DAPDAY INVASION 
Almost as soon as the United States entered the war, Joseph Stalin began to pressure Roosevelt and Churchill to open a 

second front in Western Europe. Facing staggering losses, Stalin desperately wanted a western invasion to draw Nazi troops away 
from the Soviet front. The Normandy invasion of June 6, 1944 was that long-awaited second front. 

Roosevelt had agreed with Stalin and was anxious to open the second front as soon as possible, but Churchill vehemently 
disagreed. British experience with trench warfare during World War 1 plus a disastrous 1942 attempt at invasion (near the French 
town of Dieppe) made Churchill reluctant to commit Allied forces to the European continent before they were ready. 

Churchill prevailed. Before landing Allied forces in France, the Americans and the British would (I) clear North Atlantic 
shipping lanes of Nazi subs; (2) bomb industrial targets in Germany; (3) attack Axis positions in North Africa; and (4) invade the "soft 
underbelly of Europe," Italy. While all this was going on, however, planning was underway for an Allied invasion of France and the 
liberation of Europe. 

British, Canadian, and American troops, the Allied Expeditionary Force, would be placed under a single commander, 
American General Dwight D. Eisenhower. As Supreme Commander, it was Eisenhower's task to plan "Operation Overlord," the 
greatest land-sea and air operation in history. This one operation was key to the success of the Allies' most important war goals—the 
liberation of France and Nazi-occupied Europe and ultimately Hitler's defeat. 

Surprise would be an important factor in the success of the planned invasion, but hiding or disguising the presence of 3 
million troops in England required elaborate deception. Using Hollywood techniques, Eisenhower set up phantom tanks and 
encampments that looked real to Nazi spy planes. Old landing vessels, no longer in use, were placed in British ports directly across 
the English Channel from the French port of Calais. In fake radio messages, designed for German intervention, Allied commanders 
sent orders to a make-believe army to attack the French port of Calais. At Calais, 150 miles northeast of Normandy, Hitler 
concentrated his elite troops and best defenses. When Allied ships approached the beaches of Normandy, German leaders were 
convinced it was not the real invasion and did not commit all their forces to defending against the invasion. 

Despite concerns about the weather, Eisenhower gave the order for the invasion to take place on June 6, 1944. Shortly after 
midnight, British and American paratroopers were dropped on the French countryside behind German lines. They were to hold 
bridges, roads and airfields that would be critical to the Allied advance inland and prevent the Germans from getting reinforcements to 
the coast. Silent gliders brought Allied special forces behind enemy lines and 2,000 Allied bombers began an attack of German 
defenses along the invasion area. 

As the first light of dawn began to rise, an armada of 4,400 ships appeared off the beaches of Normandy. Five beaches were 
targeted for landings. The two western-most beaches, code-named Utah and Omaha, were American landing sites. British and 
Canadian forces landed on three beaches to the east, Gold, Juno and Sword. More than 200,000 Allied troops under Eisenhower's 
command stormed onto the beaches of Normandy. 

The American landing at Utah beach went well as did the British and Canadian landings farther east, but the American troops 
landing at Omaha beach faced a brutal and ferocious assault. Roughly 2,500 Americans were either killed or wounded at Omaha 
Beach alone, but by the end of the "longest day," nearly 35,000 American troops had landed at Omaha Beach, 23,000 had landed 
at Utah and over 75,000 British and Canadian troops had landed at Gold, Juno and Sword. Hitler's Atlantic Wall (an elaborate 
barrier of underwater obstacles placed along the European coast from Norway to Spain) had been pierced. Through this breach 
poured forth the personnel and products of American factories that would defeat Hitler. 

Within a week, over 300,000 men and 100,000 tons of supplies were landed at Normandy. (Allan Nevins and Henry Steele 
Commager, Pocket History of the United States, p.458) A beachhead was established in France. By July 25, the battle for Normandy 
was won and the liberation of France began. By August 23, Paris was liberated, and as the summer of 1944 drew to a close, Axis 
forces everywhere were in retreat. The war was still far from over, but the success of the Normandy invasion played a key factor in 
the defeat of Germany in May of 1945. 



IWO ANIA 
The United States strategy in the Pacific was known as "island hopping;" that is, key islands were captured, and air 

bases built. Each captured island became a steppingstone that brought us ever closer to the Japanese home islands. The territory 
controlled by Japan covered vast distances in the Pacific. Americans would not try to capture every Japanese-held island in the 
Pacific, only islands of strategic value. 

Iwo Jima was a tiny, volcanic island, only eight square miles in size. It lacked a source of fresh water and smelled like 
"rotten eggs" from high levels of sulfur on the island. "Iwo Jima" is Japanese for sulfur island. What strategic value did this rugged, 
smelly, volcanic island have? Iwo Jima was 660 miles southeast of Tokyo. It was an essential air base for bombing missions over 
Japan and as such it was heavily defended. 

American long-range B29 bombers were already flying bombing raids over Japan but these raids were being flown from such 
great distances that the situation produced many problems. Once the bombers were over their sites, they didn't have enough fuel to 
adjust for winds or weather. Consequently, they frequently didn't hit their targets. Planes damaged by enemy fire had no friendly 
airfield to land on. Furthermore, the two airfields on Iwo Jima were being used as a base for Japanese fighter planes to attack 
American planes. 

On February 19, 1945, the 4th and 5th Marine Divisions landed on Iwo Jima. Before their arrival, U.S. forces had bombarded 
the island with shells and bombs for more than 70 days. The Japanese were well entrenched. Months before the arrival of U.S. forces, 
the Japanese commander on Iwo Jima, General Tadamichi Kuribayashi, had ordered his engineers to expand the island's caves and 
build an intricate (complicated) system of connecting caves and tunnels that included its own ventilation (fresh air) system and that hid 
Japanese gun positions. Camouflaged (disguised and hidden from view) caves, pillboxes and blockhouses covered the island. 

The Japanese soldiers, burrowed into hiding places, were invisible to the American marines landing on the island on February 
19. At first the marines encountered (met) almost no resistance. It was not until they had made their way well inside the nest of 
hidden enemy that the Japanese opened fire from caves and disguised pillboxes. The barrage of lethal (deadly) fire cut marines in half. 
Surviving marines scrambled to take cover but found it impossible to dig into the island's volcanic ash. Along with bullets, survivors 
were assaulted by the sickening smell of sulfur and decaying bodies. To break the iinpass, flamethrowers were brought in to burn out 
the unseen enemy. 

From the heights of Mount Suribachi, hidden Japanese guns raked machine gun and artillery fire on the marines. The ancient 
volcano, the highest point on the island, was eventually captured by the leathernecks on February 23. Associated Press photographer, 

Joe Rosenthal, snapped his famous picture of five 
marines and one navy corpsman raising the 
American flag at the top of Mount Suribachi. 
However, the marines still had to capture the 
island's two airfields. Before the island was 
taken, three of the flag-raisers would die. 
Admiral Nimitz declared a victory on March 14, 
but the last pocket of enemy resistance was not 
cleared from the island until twelve days later. 

The bloody battle for this small volcanic 
island was very costly. More than 6,000 
Americans were killed and another 18,000 
wounded. Of the 20,000 Japanese soldiers 
defending the island, only 1,083 survivors 
surrendered. By the middle of March 1945, 
American bombers were taking off from Iwo 
Jima's airfields and flying bombing missions 
against Japan. 
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OKINAWA 
By the spring of 1945, it was clear that Japan had lost the war but intense and fierce fighting continued. It appeared that the 

Allies would have to invade Japan. An invasion was already planned for November 1945. The Allies would need a staging area for 
the invasion, a place to build up the troops and supplies that would be needed. 

The island of Okinawa, only 350 miles from Japan, fit the requirements of military planners. It was large enough and close 
enough to Japan to serve as a base for the invasion. Bombardment of the island began in the end of March 1945. On the morning of 
April 1, 1945, American marines and soldiers landed on the beaches along a five-mile stretch of coast near the island's two airfields. 
Similar to their experience at Iwo Jima, American forces met little resistance on the beaches. Even the airfields were easily taken. 
But as they moved inland, they met with fierce attacks from an enemy hidden in fortified caves, tunnels and camouflaged pillboxes. 
The Japanese defenders of Okinawa knew they had no hope of winning the battle, but they hoped to make U.S. forces pay so dearly 
for victory that the United States would be willing to negotiate surrender terms more acceptable to the Japanese. 

While U.S. marines and soldiers faced the fury of an unseen enemy on the island, our naval vessels offshore faced the 
devastating attacks of Japanese kamikaze or suicide pilots. Almost 2,000 suicide attacks damaged more than 260 ships. The 
kamikaze pilots wreaked enormous damage because they turned their planes into "smart" bombs that could steer directly into parts of 
the ship that would produce the most damage. Almost 5,000 seamen lost their lives because of these attacks. 

The fighting on Okinawa took a heavy toll on the Japanese. By the end of May, thousands of Japanese and Okinawans had 
been killed, but the fighting continued on through June 21, 1945. The United States had won the battle, but at what cost? More than 
7,600 American marines and soldiers had died in the battle. The Japanese losses were much greater, 110,000 died including two 
generals who committed ritual suicide rather than surrender. Almost 80,000 Okinawan civilians either died during the struggle or 
committed suicide. The intensity of the fighting affected even those who survived the battle. Survivors suffered from psychological 
trauma, referred to as combat fatigue at that time. 

Although the battle for Okinawa was over, the war continued. There was still no indication that the military government of 
Japan would surrender. Policy makers in the United States had a decision to make. If the battle for Okinawa was an indication of how 
ferociously the Japanese would fight, the cost of invading Japan would produce staggering casualties for our fighting men and 
Japanese civilians. Then as planners weighed the possibilities, news arrived from Almagordo, New Mexico in July. The world's first 
atom bomb had been successfully detonated. A new option was available that would allow us to avoid the bloodbath that would 
surely ensue if we invaded Japan. The grueling punishment and devastating losses experienced on Okinawa would help to sway that 
decision. 
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Name Date 

BATTLES OF WWII ILLUSTRATED TIMELINE 
Use the readings to complete an illustrated timeline of the major battles of WWII. To make your timeline, do the following: 

1) Fold an 8 x 11 piece of computer paper in half (hot dog style) —this crease will be the line for your timeline. 

2) On your sheet, draw your line. Then, put a mark for each year from 1941 — 1945. Make sure the space between each year is 
even so that your timeline is to scale. 

3) Label each major battle on your timeline. Make sure to connect it to the correct corresponding time period. 

4) For each battle, create (draw or you could print an image) a visual to represent that major battle. 

5) On the back of your timeline, prepare a well supported, one paragraph response to the following question: 

Which battle of WWII was the most significant turning point? 

Battles of World War II 



World War II Unit Test 

1. The immediate event that started World War II was 
A Britain and France's policy of appeasement. 
B the Treaty of Munich allowing Hitler to occupy part 
of Czechoslovakia. 
C Germany's invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939. 
D Hitler's alliance with the Italian dictator, Mussolini. 

2. Germany encountered no successful resistance from 
any European country until it sought to defeat 

A France. 
B Britain. 
C The United States. 
D Belgium. 

3. Although officially neutral, the United States 
increasingly helped Britain through actions like 

A the Neutrality Acts. 
B the Lend-Lease Act. 
C the America First committee. 
D enforcement of the arms embargo. 

4. After aligning itself with Germany and Italy, the 
island country of Japan sought to 

A make peace with China. 
B invade Manchuria. 
C control Europe. 
D control Asia and the Pacific. 

5. The standoff in negotiations between the United 
States and Japan involved 
A trading oil and steel for nonaggression in Asia. 
B competition between their naval forces in the Pacific. 
C the possession of Hawaii. 
D the growth of the military in Japan. 

6. "A date which will live in infamy" was President 
Roosevelt's description of the 

A invasion of Poland by Germany. 
B bombing of Pearl Harbor by Japan. 
C surrender of France after Paris was captured. 
D the Battle of Britain. 

7. The principal war strategy that the United States and 
her allies agreed to pursue was to 
A defeat Hitler first. 
B sink Japanese merchant ships. 
C control North Africa. 
D bomb multiple targets. 

8. Defeating Germany in North Africa was important 
for all of the following reasons except to 
A keep Middle East oil out of Germany's hands. 
B establish a military route to Europe through Italy. 
C provide military experience for untested American troops. 

9. The main reason that the Soviet Union became an 
ally of Britain and the United States was because 
the Soviet Union: 
A was Fascist and opposed Communism. 
B mistrusted Japan. 
C needed the soldiers of Britain and the United States. 
D was attacked by Germany in spite of their 10-year 
Nonaggression Pact. 

10. The liberation of Europe from Hitler began with the 
A invasion of Normandy Beach on the coast of France. 
B evacuation of British troops from Dunkirk on the 
coast of France. 
C defense of Britain by the Royal Air Force. 
D deciphering of German communication codes by 
British intelligence. 

11. The Pacific victory that ended the Japanese threat to 
Hawaii and encouraged additional victories island by 
island was the battle of 

A Guam. 
B Iwo Jima. 
C Midway. 
D the Philippines. 

12. President Truman's main decision to drop the atomic 
bomb on Japan was influenced by all of the following 
reasons except the: 
A Lend Lease Acts 
B fear that an invasion of Japan would mean death for 
thousands of American soldiers. 
C refusal of Japan to surrender in spite of their losses. 
D thousands of American lives already lost in the war. 

13. Thousands of African Americans soldiers served 
bravely in a WWII flight crew known as the 
A Nisei Airmen 
B Navajo Code Talkers 
C Tuskegee Airmen 
D Harlem Flyers 

14. Despite removal of Japanese Americans from the 
West Coast, 
A Japanese Americans, or Nisei, served honorably in 
segregated regiments 
B Japanese Americans were still disloyal to the United 
States government. 
C Japanese were still allowed to emigrate to the 
United States. 
D Japanese businesses on the West coast prospered. 

15. The Navajo code-talkers were instrumental in 
A breaking Germany's communication codes. 
B breaking Japan's communication codes. 
C creating a communication code that the Japanese 
could not break. 

• • 
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16. The 1929 Geneva Convention provided rules for 
A avoiding civilian casualties. 
B humane treatment for prisoners of war. 
C ending wars after a certain period of time. 
D avoiding wars. 

17 Hitler's plan to eliminate all Jews from the countries 
that Germany controlled was called 
A the Final Solution. 
B the Holocaust. 
C Kristallknacht. 
D Aryan superiority. 

18. The trials that judged the crimes of Nazi leaders at 
the end of WWII were held in 
A Auschwitz, Poland. 
B Yalta, Soviet Union. 
C London, England. 
D Nuremberg, Germany. 

19. The mobilization in the United States for the war in 
Europe and Asia was possible because of the close 
working relationship between 
A men and women. 
B automakers and armored tank makers. 
C civilian and soldier. 
D government and industry. 

20. United States citizens at home assisted the war effort 
in all of the following ways except  to 
A throw out old and useless articles that cluttered their 
homes. 
B work in wartime industries like making airplanes 
and ammunition. 
C —make do with worn clothing and shoes so 
that new items could be sent to the troops. 
D buy government war bonds and accept higher taxes 
to support the war effort. 

21. "Rosie the Riveter" was a "poster girl" that 
symbolized 
A the end of stay-at-home moms. 
B new fashions tbr women. 
C the role of women in the workforce in the United 
States. 
D a reminder to men that they can be replaced. 

22. A minority group that was not important in war 
production in factories at home was the: 
A Japanese population. 
B African American population. 
C Mexican population. 
D female population. 

23. The government policy of removing Japanese 
Americans from the West Coast and other places into 
special camps was called 
A mobilization. 
B isolationism. 
C internment. 
D liberation. 

24. During WWII the United States government 
controlled information about the war through 
A Imprisoning Japanese Americans 
B censorship. 
C increasing taxes. 
D discrimination. 

25. All of the following methods were used to maintain 
public morale and keep Americans focused on 
winning the war except 
A graphic pictures of war casualties. 
B collections of tin cans and metal to recycle 
C ad and poster campaigns. 
D patriotic movies. 

26. Which of these events occurred first? 
A Japan bombs Pearl Harbor 
B Germany attacks the Soviet Union 
C Germany invades Poland 
D Battle of Britain 

27. Which of these events occurred last? 
A The United States declares neutrality 
B Germany surrenders 
C British forces push Germans back at El Alamein 
D Allies land at Normandy Beach 

28. This group provided secret codes for American forces 
in the Pacific. 
A Nisei 
B Tuskcgee Airmen 
C Navajo Codetalkers 
D Rosie the Riveter 

29. What was the Manhattan Project? 
A. the plan to crash Japanese suicide planes into Allied ships 
B.the plan to develop the atomic bomb 
C. the historic meeting of the "Big Three" 
D. the training of the Seminole code talkers 

30. Where did the United States drop the atomic bomb? 
A.Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
B. Hiroshima and Okinawa 
C. Okinawa and Iwo Jima 
D Iwo Jima and Guadalcanal 



31. Japanese-Americans who lived on the West Coast were 
subjected to during the war. 

A. tickling 
B. internment 
C. torture 
D. compensation 

32. The Allied invasion of was given the code name 
Day. 

F. F. Japan 
G. Italy 
H. North Africa 
J. Nazi-occupied Europe 

33. Truman's aim in deciding to drop the a-bomb was to: 
A. find out how destructive the bomb really was 

B. teach Japanese military leaders a lesson 
C. end the war and save American lives 
D. show how powerful the United States was 

34. The Supreme Commander of U.S. forces in Europe was 
A. George Patton. 
B. George Marshall. 
C. Douglas MacArthur. 
D.Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

35. Winston Churchill was known for: 
A. Appeasing Hitler 
B. Surrendering to Germany 
C. Standing up to Hitler 
D. Leading the Luftwaffe 

36. The Battle of Britain was fought in: 
A. the English Channel 
B.the sky over England 
C. the open plains of England 
D. the Alps 

37. Benito Mussolini was dictator of: 
A Spain 
B England 
C Germany 
D Italy 

38. The last major battle of the Pacific took place on the 
island of just south of Japan. 
A Midway 
B Pearl Harbor 
C Iwo Jima 
D Okinawa 

39. was a battle that took place in Africa. 
A Stalingrad 
B El Alamein 
C Midway 
D Okinawa 

40. The Lend Lease Act allowed the US to: 
A Join WWII after Pearl Harbor 
B Help the Allies but stay out of the war 
C Stay neutral after Pearl Harbor was attacked 
D Supply weapons to the Axis Powers 

41. The Bataan Death March took place in: 
A Midway 
B Germany 
C Italy 
D The Philippines 

42. Which was NOT a member of the Axis Powers? 
A Germany 
B the Soviet Union 
C Italy 
D Japan 

43. Kamikaze pilots were used by: 
A England 
B Germany 
C America 
D Japan 

44. The image above represents: 
A. soldiers are raising the flag at the Battle of Okinawa 
B. soldiers are raising the flag in Normandy 
C.soldiers are raising the flag at the Battle of Iwo Jima 
D. soldiers are raising the flag at D-Day 
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Holocaust 

Establishing 
Concentration 

Camps 
Every nation punishes those who 

have murdered, robbed, or violated 
the law in some other way. In early 
times, execution by cruel means, 
torture, slavery, seizing of property, 
or punishing the family as well as 
the lawbreaker were common. In 
modern times, the usual punish-
ments are fines, terms in prison, or 
execution. Torture was discarded 

Establishing Concentration Camps 

Prisoners might be forced to stand for hours during roll call in 
German concentration camps. 

in most Western nations by the time of the French Revolution. The numbers of prisoners at any 
given time were small enough that they could be dealt with in an orderly way. In contrast, Hitler's 
concentration camps were (1) deliberately brutal, (2) determined to work people to death, and 
(3) were to exist until that future time when all undesirables had been destroyed. The problem 
was that Nazis had so many on their list who were guilty of something: labor organizers, political 
opponents, critics of Nazi policies, and last, but not least, racial "subhumans." At first, the plan 
was to work inmates until they dropped dead, not to execute them. 

The Nazis were not the first to try isolating large groups into camps. The Spanish did it during 
the Cuban Civil War, and the British did it in South Africa during the Boer War. In those cases, 
the purpose was to keep farmers from helping the rebels; because of poor sanitation, many died. 
POWs in nineteenth-century wars and the First World War suffered from unhealthy conditions and 
lack of food, but the purpose for holding them was to keep them from returning to their armies. 

In the Nazi case, making people suffer was the primary reason for the bad conditions. From 
the beginning, the Nazis had drawn in cruel people, and Hitler could keep their support only by 
giving them a chance to work off their energy. After Hitler came to power, the SA began grabbing 
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or had rich relatives and friends, they might be released after bribes had been paid. Even Nazi 
prosecutors complained about the torture, but the evils of those camps did not disturb Hitler. He 
said: "We must be ruthless. Only thus shall we purge our people of their softness." 

After the purge of the SA, the SS took charge of constructing and running concentration camps. 
The first three were Dachau (near Munich), Buchenwald (near Weimar), and Sachsenhausen 
(near Berlin). When those became overcrowded, more were built. Some concentration camps 
were later turned into death camps. 

No one in their right mind would ever wish to be -sent to any of the camps, but some were 
worse than others. Even from the outside, they looked grim: barbed wire, guard towers, and 
unpainted buildings. At Dachau, Theodor Eicke was named commandant of the camp in 1933. 
More than anyone else, he set the tone not only for Dachau, but for every other camp. Many of 
the camp commanders began their careers at Dachau and copied his system in their camps. He 
demanded complete obedience from officers and guards; no one with a conscience could work 
there; he said anyone with a soft heart would be wise "to retire quickly to a monastery." 

Prisoners were rarely taken directly to a prison camp. They were often kept in holding areas 
(jails, forts, stables, etc.) for days or weeks with little food or water. After they were physically and 
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mentally weakened, they were marched, taken on a bus with covered windows, or trucked to a 
railroad station. Then, they were put on an overcrowded boxcar. They would be moved around 
several days before being delivered to the camp. After bombings began, the trains sometimes took 
very long routes to get past breaks in the line, but no matter how difficult transporting prisoners 
became, nothing stopped them from being delivered. 

ARRIVAL. By the time the trip was over (it had often taken several days), the prisoners were 
very hungry and thirsty. Their dignity had been taken from them by the loss of privacy and by hav-
ing to use buckets to relieve themselves. They were scared, as anyone would be in their situation. 

As the train pulled in to be unloaded, the arrivals were lined up facing guards with muzzled 
dogs. As they marched into the camp, an orchestra composed of young girls often played light 
music to ease fears. A sorting process took place as a person in a white coat pointed the arrivals 
toward the left or right. The line they were sent to meant life or death. Those strong enough to 
work entered life in the concentration camp; the others were to be killed. 

Those allowed to live were processed. An identification number was tatooed on the arm. An 
SS guard told one prisoner the purpose of the number was to "dehumanize" him. The prisoner 
was referred to afterward only by number. Then all the prisoner's hair was cut off. The hair was 
added to the huge piles already taken, and it was sold by the government to industries to use in 
coats, socks, mattress stuffing, ropes, and bomb mechanisms. 

The first inmates were Communists and Jews, but other groups soon joined them. Each class 
of prisoners was identified by a badge on their shirt and pants. The color system was: red (politi-
cal), purple (Jehovah's Witness), black (anti-social), green (criminal), pink (homosexual), brown 
(gypsy), and yellow triangles forming a Star of David (Jew). Foreigners were identified by "F" if 
French, "P" if Polish. The mentally defective had "Blocl" (stupid) written on theirs. No inmates were 
treated like humans, but the worst treatment was given to gypsies, Jews, and homosexuals. 

Barracks were dark, gloomy, smelly, and overcrowded. At Auschwitz, inmates slept on wooden 
shelves with each allowed a space equal to that in a coffin. Plagued by hunger, filth, bitter cold 
in winter, and exhausting work in summer heaL, must of theft effort now was devoted to staying 
alive another day. Long hours of work, sometimes at useful jobs in factories, but often at sense-
less work in quarries, filled the days. 

ACTIVITY: 

Have students discuss why they think inmates were forced to wear colored badges. Then 
divide the class into three groups identified by red, white, or blue badges. Students should wear 
their badges for one day and take note of what happens. Do students wearing the same badges 
stick together? Do they pick on members of the other groups? Why or why not? 

00 



L.05 
Holocaust Establishing Concentration Camps 

Name Date 

Challenges 

1. When did most Western nations stop torturing prisoners? 

2. Who were some groups in German prisons that would not be considered criminals in most 

other countries? 

3. Why did the English build camps during the Boer War? 

4. Who were the first in Nazi Germany to hold prisoners? 

5. List the first three concentration camps run by the SS. 

6. What was Theodor Eicke's job? 

7. Why was the man with a white coat important to those arriving? 

8. What were tattooed onto the arms of inmates? 

9. If an inmate wore a red triangle with "F" on it, what could you ten' about him? 

10. Who got the worst abuse in the concentration camps? 

Points to Consider 

1. Do you think there was any reason for the prisoners to be taken on long rides before they ar-
rived at the camps? 
2. What would the combination of muzzled dogs and an orchestra playing do to your mind if you 
were coming to the camp? 
3. Do you think the badge system might cause groups of prisoners to dislike each other, or per-
haps think they were better than some other group? How would that help the guards? 
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The Major Concentration Camps 

The Major 
Concentration Camps 

From the beginning, Hitler's goal of 
ridding Germany of undesirables led 
to building concentration camps where 
they could be isolated.The first, Dachau, 
became the model for the others, and 
other camp commanders were often 
taught their jobs by Dachau's master, 
Theodor Eicke. Between 1934 and 1939, 
approximately 200,000 prisoners were 
sent to the camps; after the war began, 
their numbers increased rapidly. 

DACHAU. Located near Munich, it — 
was built to hold 8,000 prisoners, but it 
soon became overcrowded. Eicke, its 

Even children were imprisoned and killed in German concen-
commandant from 1933 to 1940, set tration camps. 
the tone of the camp. Hanging offenses 
included inciting speeches, supplying atrocity stories to the opposition, and collecting true or 
untrue information and concealing it, talking about it, or smuggling it outside the camp. Anyone 
physically attacking a guard, refusing to obey an order, or giving speeches while marching or at 
work was shot on the spot or hanged later. Any remark critical of Nazi leaders or glorifying Com-
munists or any liberal pre-Nazi leader was punished with 25 lashes and two weeks of solitary 
confinement. 

Eicke's phrase, "Arbeit macht frei"(Work makes you free), hung over the entrance at Dachau 
and many other camps. The phrase became a mockery of camp rP_,alities, hilt when it was first 
used, Eicke thought prisoners would be released after they learned the error of their ways. In the 
early days, wealthy prisoners were released after a bribe had been paid, and some with visas ai-

lowing them to enter other countries left after signing papers saying they had not been mistreated. 
The policy soon changed, however. Himmler and other SS officials decided those who entered 
the camps as prisoners would never leave alive. 

The guards, mostly Bavarian peasants, wore their Death's Head emblems proudly. They hated 
anyone who appeared intellectual (by wearing glasses, for instance), and all Jewish prisoners. 
The camp had all classes of prisoners mixed in together: anti-Nazi ministers like Dr. Niern011er, 
Communists, gypsies, alcoholics, criminals, and Jews. Every group there had some other group 
who did not like them and would turn them in to the guards. A prisoner could not even avoid cruelty 
at night, because the SS put long-time criminals in charge of the barracks. 

Other concentration camps were similar in purpose and methods, but a few examples will give 
some insight into life in the camps. 

VUGHT. In comparison with other camps, women had it easy at Vught, a camp in Holland. 
Prisoners wore blue overalls with a red stripe down the leg.The day began with prisoners standing 
at parade attention at 4 a.m. At 5:30, they had a breakfast of black bread and a drink resembling 
coffee. At 6 a.m., skilled workers were at work in a factory on the prison grounds, making radio 
parts for German aircraft. There was a one-hour break for a lunch of gruel made from wheat and 
peas. At 6 p.m., there was a roll call. Male prisoners had a much harder time than women. 
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THERESIENSTADT was an unusual camp built 35 miles north of Prague. The 7,000 Czechs 
who lived there were ordered out in 1941, and the Nazis turned it into a ghetto for the elderly, 
World War I veterans, and Jewish government officials who had been fired. They were soon joined 
by Czechs, Poles, and Dutch prisoners. It had a lending library, orchestra, lectures, schools, and 
an artist studio. In preparation for a visit by the Swedish Red Cross, buildings were painted, a 
restaurant was opened, and a soccer match was played. After the Swedes left, conditions dropped 
to normal. 

Inmates of the art studio drew art that pleased the German masters by day; at night, they 
secretly drew pictures showing the hunger and bad treatment in the camp. These pictures were 
hidden and survived the Holocaust. In 1944, the camp became a shipping point for prisoners on 
their way to Auschwitz and death. 

BERGEN-BELSEN was on the road to Hamburg. Opening in 1943, it quickly earned a repu-
tation as one of the worst camps. Its commander, Josef Kramer (the "beast of Belsen"), totally 
ignored health and sanitation conditions. Cruelty was ordinary there; men with hands tied behind 
their backs were hung suspended for hours at a time. Prisoners were picked at random to be 
burned alive at the crematorium. 

Inmates did not have to be killed to die, however. Starvation and disease were widespread. A 
typhus epidemic in 1944 killed thousands. 

BUCHENWALD, a camp located near Weimar, was opened in 1933. Those who liberated the 
camp described the conditions that had killed thousands there. Neatly stacked piles of corpses lay 
unburied around the camp. Inmates starved on a daily diet of a piece of brown bread with a little 
margarine on top and a little stew. Death came by starvation, beatings, torture, and sickness. In 
a stable built for 80 horses, 1,200 men were housed. Inmates worked 12-hour shifts at a factory 
making guns and ammunition. 

MAUTHAUSEN was one of the worst camps. Jews sent there worked in the stone quarry 
carrying heavy rocks up a steep slope. Many were crushed to death as they slipped while push-
ing heavy carts up the path. Some gave up hope and jumped off the ledge. Guards sometimes 
pushed inmates off the ledge, but that was stopped because non-prisoners who worked there 
complained about the mess. 

The commandant, Franz Ziereis, was called "Bat2yface" by the prisoners, but there was noth-
ing soft about him. Shootings, gassings, hangings, lethal injections, and torture by blasts of cold 
water were common. About 36,000 executions were reported at the prison. 

No prisoner in the camp was treated like a human; surviving in the camp required both luck 
and learning quickly the methods of staying alive. 

ACTIVITY: 

Have the students write a journal entry about their lives in a concentration camp. 
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Name 

Challenges 
Date 

1. Who taught other camp commanders how to run concentration camps'?  

2. How many prisoners came to the camps between 1934 and 1939? 

3. What was the punishment for smuggling information about Dachau to the outside world? 

4. What was the punishment for saying a Communist slogan?  

5. What did the sign: "Arbeit macht frei"mean in English'? 

6. What time did prisoners eat breakfast at Vught? What did their breakfast consist of? 

7. Why was a restaurant opened and a soccer game played at Theresienstadt?  

8. What was the nickname of Josef Kramer? 

9. How many men were housed in one horse stable at Buchenwald? 

What work did inmates at Mauthausen do?  

Points to Consider 

1. Why do you think they stopped releasing prisoners from Dachau? 
2. If you were a prisoner working 12 hours a day and eating as little as they did, what do you think 
you would be like in a month? 
3. Why did the Nazis go through the trouble of cleaning up Theresienstadt? What does this say 
about their concerns? 
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Survival in a 
Concentration Camp 

It takes little imagination to think of what a concen-
tration camp was like for a new arrival. Anything that 
had seemed important before was trivial now. This 
was a world with its own rules, and those who did not 
adjust quickly died. Elderly people and small children 

il l 
did not do well in this world, and they died quickly. 
There were also the walking dead, the "Moslems,"who 

h  I 

wore the blank stare of death on their faces. But there 
1 

were others who survived years in the camps, keeping I I ;PI" I 1(i 1 1 Pi I I their minds and bodies together.These old-timers told 
newcomers the first three months were the test, and 
if you could survive them, you could make it through 11111 II 

three years. The inmate's basic key to survival was to 
live through one day at a time. „ 

, 117, II* 1110111141:1,.. Appearing too smart (even wearing glasses was 
1)1 r f k 

111 II
evidence of being intellectual) or appearing stupid I 
(signified by the word Blod on the uniform) made the 
inmate a special target. Those wearing the pink iden-
tification badge of a homosexual, the brown badge of 
a gypsy, or the yellow triangle of the Jew were in for an especially hard time. 

Nevertheless, about 700,000 out of the eight million sent to the camps survived. Those sur-
viving years in the camps without losing their humanity were called the Prominenten. They were 
respected even by the guards. If they were talking to a new inmate, what advice might they 
give? 

1. Don't cry. Before coming to the camp, you lost family security and endured humiliation and 
uncertainty. The time for crying is over. Now is the time of testing. To cry is a sign of weakness. No 
matter how tired you are or how unjust the punishment you endure, show no anger or self-pity. 

2. Follow orders quickly. When they brought you into the camp, an officer told you: "Here you 
are not in a penitentiary or prison, but in a place of instruction. Order and discipline are the high-
est law here. If you ever want to see freedom again, you must submit to a severe training... .Our 
methods are thorough! Here there is no compromise and no mercy.... Here we sweep with an iron 
broom." Believe me, he meant it! 

Don't argue with the guards and capos; they are quick to use their whips and clubs. Don't 
complain about the absurd things you are sometimes required to do. The roll calls can take hours. 
All the prisoners may be ordered to take caps off and put them on in unison for hours. You may 
spend a whole day lugging heavy stones to the right side of the road and the next day moving 
them to the left side of the road. Don't ask why. 

3. Don't call attention to yourself. Resistance of any kind, even complaining, brings punish-
ment on everyone else. If one person shows up late for roll call, the next roll call may last five or 
six hours, even if the temperature is -20°F. A mother scratched and bit an SS soldier who tried to 
separate her from her daughter. Both mother and daughter were shot, and the whole shipment 
was sent to be killed. 

Survival in a Concentration Camp 

Around 1,200 men were crammed into a stable 
built to house 80 horses at the concentration 
camp at Buchenwald. 
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4. Try to look healthier than you feel. A selection process goes on continuously, and those 
who look like they have reached their limit are killed. Stuff rags or straw inside your uniform to look 
fatter than you are. You might prick a finger and smear blood on your face or massage your face 
to give it some color. They will make you trot around or make you run in place to prove you are 
healthy, even when every bone in your body is aching. If you want to stay alive, pass the test. 

5. Find someone who can help you. Some work details are harder than others. Being as-
signed to the sewing room, the hospital, or a skilled labor job keeps you from being sent on hard 
labor details. Many camps have fine orchestras that play for officers and inmates. The competition 
for these is tough, and many of the musicians are professionals. They are allowed time off from 
other work details to practice and perform. Working at sorting clothing and jewelry at "Canada" 
(the storage room where articles taken from inmates are classified and stockpiled) gives you a 
chance to steal a little that might buy extra food from the guards. 

A friendly clerk might save you. If your number is on the list of those to be gassed, he might 
substitute the number of someone who has died. A few contractors rent prisoners and save their 
lives by claiming these inmates are "essential personnel." 

6. Become callous. Ignore the beating of the old man or young woman going on nearby. This 
is no time for personal dignity, concern about the quality of food, or standing up for rights. Don't 
be offended by the stench of the camp or the death all around you. Be careful about calls for 
volunteers to work on special projects. These sometimes involve harder work or some medical 
experiment they are wanting to perform. 

Don't trust anyone too far. Some inmates have become nearly animals. Keep your eye on your 
cap, because anyone without a cap on during roll call is shot. Eat your food before someone steals 
it from you. Survival requires a toughness that doesn't exist in the world beyond the barbed wire 
fence. 

7. Have a reason for living. They are trying to destroy your humanity, and the main thing 
separating the animal from the human is your ability to reason. Believe that God has a purpose 
for your life, and you must survive to fulfill that purpose. Believe in yourcolf, that you can and 
outlast them. Survive so you can tell the story of what you and your family have suffered during 
these impossible times. Survive so you can tell the liberator about the cruelty ot the guards and 

see them brought to justice. 
Find ways to occupy your time. Some women talk about recipes, or men talk about the work 

they did or farm animals they used. Religion is secretly discussed by the inmates. There are rab-
bis and pastors who encourage others by reminding them that God rewards those who keep the 
faith and punishes those who abuse the innocent. 

ACTIVITY: 

The list included in this unit is not complete. From what you have learned in other units, what 
suggestions might you give for surviving? 
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Name Date 

Challenges 

1. Who were the "Moslems"? 

2. What might make the guards think you were "intellectual"? 

3. Who were the Prominenten? 

4. What were inmates told were the highest laws of the camp? 

5. What punishment did other prisoners receive when one showed up late for roll call? 

6. What happened to inmates who appeared to have reached their limit? 

7. What was "Canada"? 

8. What should the inmate do when the person next to him or her was beaten? 

9. What should the inmate do when he or she received food? Why? 

10. Why should the inmate be careful about what he or she volunteered for? 

, 

Points to Consider 

1. What did the Prominenten mean when they told the new inmate that if you can survive the first 
three months, you can survive the next three years? 
2. Which of these guides for survival would you have the most trouble carrying out? 
3. If the camp was the "school" the Nazis said it was, what lessons were the "teachers" trying to 
get across to the "students"? 

© Mark Twain Media, Publishers, Inc. 36 



10 
Holocaust 

•••••IntreSlarlatIZS 

Murder Becomes Nazi Policy 

Murder Becomes Nazi Policy 
The Nazis had never been nervous about killing. They had 

killed Communists in street battles, and the public approved. 
They had shot SA leaders, and most Germans were glad they 
were gone. They had always said Germany must rid itself of its 
"subhumans," political trouble makers, and mental and physical 
defectives. Unlike many in politics, they meant it. 

EARLY PROGRAMS. In 1938, Hitler created a committee that 
was to decide whether children born with weak or deformed bod-
ies should be allowed to live. A child not meeting their standards 
was to be taken to a hospital far from home for "the best and most 
modern therapy available."The child was given powerful medicine 
and then he or she slipped into a coma. 

To eliminate the chronically ill or insane adult, the T4 program 
was created. Those to be killed were sent to converted mental 
hospitals in rural areas and were gassed with carbon monoxide. 
The family received a death certificate listing some fake cause of 
death and was assured that every effort to save their loved one 
had failed. A few weeks later, the cremated body was sent home 
in an urn. 

It did not take long for T4 to become a scandal. One person received two urns each suppos-
edly containing the body of the same person. A person who was listed as dying of appendicitis 
had had his appendix removed a few years before. Those who did the killing often talked about 
their jobs in taverns. Even Nazi doctors protested, and when ministers attacked T4 from the pulpit, 
Hitler called off the project temporarily. 

To remove controversy over these policies, Goebbels attacked Jewish doctors. Der Sturmer, 
the anti-Semitic tabloid, warned Germans that the evil Jewish doctors were using medicines to 
destrny the Master Race. 

Euthanasia is mercy killing. Many today believe a person with an incurable and terribly pain-
ful disease should_ have the right, if they choose, to be assisted in dying. The Nazi version of 
euthanasia was to help someone die if they were considered "better off dead." The patient was 
not consulted. Officials looking at reports made the decision to end a patient's life. 

In early 1941, Himmler ordered that concentration camps get rid of "excess" prisoners. This 
program was called "14f13."The selection process began. A person criticizing Hitler was a "mental 
deficient." A Communist was an "anti-social psychopath." For the Jewish inmate, the only ques-
tion was whether he could work. Any of these "excess" prisoners were put on the list for "special 
treatment" (death). 

The job of deciding who was to go on the list was usually left to doctors who were prison-
ers themselves. The most obvious choices were the very elderly, those too young to work, and 
those in very poor health. If not enough could be found to fill the quota, other prisoners became 
"excess." 

MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS were performed by Nazi doctors using inmates as guinea pigs. 
Inmates might be vactinated with serum containing deadly diseases or dropped into icy water 
to see how long they could survive. The most notorious experiments were by Dr. Josef Mengele 
(called "the Angel of Death") and Dr. Heinz Thilo (called "the Devil of Death") at Auschwitz. Mengele 

SS General Reinhard Heydrich 
was the chairman of the Wannsee 
Conference. 
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looked for prisoners who were twins to find a way to multiply the Master Race. He experimented 
on inmates with eyes of different colors, and he even tried to create Siamese twins. His experi-
ments were as cruel as they were worthless. 

FINAL SOLUTION. The Nazis rarely called any of their cruel programs by their real names. 
Instead, they found words like "final solution," "total solution," and "solution possibility" as substitutes 
for the reality of the mass murder of Jews and other "subhumans." In July 1941, SD chief Heydrich 
was given the green light to wipe out all of Europe's Jews. He faced big problems. (1) To transport 
prisoners to death camps strained the transportation system, and trains were needed for military 
purposes. (2) Getting rid of bodies was a problem. In the past, they had buried bodies, but during 
spring thaws, the bodies had come back to the surface. More incinerators were needed to dispose 
of bodies. (3) Shooting prisoners was hard on the guards, and many had become alcoholics or 
suffered mental breakdowns. Some way was needed that saved bullets and was not so hard on 
the killers. (4) Bad publicity might hurt public morale. Too many photographs had been taken at 
killing sites, and upset soldiers had written descriptions of what they had seen. (5) There were 
some Nazi officials who thought it was foolish to kill a Jew when his labor was needed for the war 
effort. What good was a dead Jew? Heydrich argued that the destruction of Jews was as neces-
sary as winning battles. The destruction of Jews took priority over army needs. Hitler agreed with 
Heydrich's view, and gave him the power to act. 

WANNSEE CONFERENCE. To discuss the problems of carrying out the total destruction 
of Europe's Jews, Heydrich called a meeting in the Berlin suburb of Wannsee. Scheduled for 
December 8, 1941, it was postponed until January 20, 1942. Officials from the Eastern regions, 
the economic and justice departments, the foreign office, SS, and RSHA were present. Heydrich 
informed the others that Hitler had approved removing Jews from Germany and sending them 
east as a "solution possibility." Many were expected to die of natural causes on the trip, but those 
surviving were the real menace because if they lived beyond the war, they might revive Jewish 
culture. 

Heydrich read off the numbers of Jews to be killed: 131,800 German; 5 million Russian; 865,000 
French; 742,000 Hungarian; etc. A Nazi official suggested that the Final Solution begin in Poland, 
since Jews there would not have to be transported. Heydrich and Himmler had already decided 
to begin the killing in Poland and had started building six death camps there. 

The meeting was interrupted by lunch, and after they had eaten, they discussed the best 
methods for killing. Heydrich was pleased with the enthusiasm all had shown for his project. 

ACTIVITY: 
To get some idea of how many Jews were killed by the Nazis, have the class take a map of the 
United States, and find a city of comparable size to those executed in: Austria - 50,000; Latvia - 
71,500; Lithuania - 143,000; Netherlands - 143,000; Poland - 3 million; Rumania - 287,000; Russia 
- 1.1 million; Hungary - 569,000. Mark that American city off the map. 
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Name Date 

Challenges 

1. What were parents told about the care their weak or deformed child was to receive? 

2. What was the purpose of T4? 

3. How were victims of T4 killed? 

4. What was the victim's family told about the death? 

5. What was Hitler's reaction to protests against 14? 

6. What was the difference between Nazi euthanasia and the usual use of the word'? 

7. What problem had shooting prisoners caused for guards'? 

8. Who were two German doctors performing medical experiments'? 

9. What was meant by "Final Solution." 

1 O. Where was the meeting held to discuss the Final Solution? Who was in charge at the meeting? 

Points to Consider 

1. How would programs like killing weak children or chronically ill adults seem perfectly logical 
to the Nazis? 
2. Considering all the problems facing the Final Solution, what does the decision to go ahead 
with it tell you about the Nazis. 
3. The Wannsee Conference was kept secret from the public. How do you think Germans might 
have reacted if they had learned of it? 

& 
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Death Camps 
The Nazis were fighting two wars at the 

same time: one against the Allies, and one 
to destroy the "subhuman races." Of the two, 
the war against the races was usually given 
priority. In 1944 and 1945, trains that could 
have carried supplies to the army fighting 
for its life in Russia carried Jews to their 
deaths in Poland. It seems that hating was 
more important than winning. 

Death camps had a different purpose 
than concentration camps. Concentration 
camps focused on getting work done for 
industry; the inmates produced until they 
died. Death camps were less practical; their 
main purpose was to kill as quickly as pos-
sible, although some had a small work camp. Many prisoners moved directly from the train to the 
shower room for gassing, then to the crematorium where their bodies were burned. 

The death camps were the end result of the process that had begun with Einsatzgruppen units 
killing Russian Jews. The Wannsee Conference in January 1942 had focused on better ways to 
kill. The Master Race was to be built on the ashes of the innocent. 

Their approach was very organized. The clothing of those killed was disinfected, valuables 
were sorted, and victims' hair was shaved and then collected. The bodies were removed from the 
showers, "dentists" removed gold and platinum fillings from the teeth, bodies were disposed of, 
and the "shower room" cleaned for the next group. 

Expenses were kept to the minimum. The staff of guards was very small, and the few inmates 
were Sonderkommandos who had the dirty work of body disposal. Food for the inmates was the 
main cost. Jewish inmates received a turnip soup for lunch and supper; bread mixed with sawdust 
and margarine, old sausage, and what passed for marmalade was served for breakfast. Unpuri-
fled water caused epidemics that killed thousands. 

The JANOWSKI camp outside Lwow, Poland, was a good example of the smaller death camps. 
Inmates suffered constant hunger and terrible overcrowding. After a hard day's work, they were 
forced to run through the camp; those unable to survive the test were shot. Inmates too ill to work 
were forced to dig their own graves and lie in them, waiting to be shot. 

The larger extermination camps were all in Poland. They were all similar, but a brief view of 
each gives the picture. 

CHELMNO was located near the Polish district town of Kolo. An old castle was the center of 
the operation. When prisoners arrived by truck, they were told they were going to be resettled 
in Germany, but before they went, they were to shower. After removing their clothes, they were 
herd-ed into vans, where they were gassed by carbon monoxide. 

TREBLINKA was located northeast of Warsaw; it began operation in 1942, and in its first year, 
it took 800,000 lives. A railroad station similar to those in Germany was built there. New arrivals 
undressed and were led down "the Way to Heaven" (Himmelstrasse) to the showers. Prisoners 
were told that after showering, they would be classified by trades, so most went quietly to their 
deaths. Others were less willing and had to be driven with whips. None survived the gassing with 
carbon monoxide. Later, Zyklon-B, a pesticide, was used. 
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The first commander at Treblinka was Dr. Irmfried Ebert, a physician and devoted Nazi. His 
mistake of leaving exposed bodies near the railroad station left no doubt for Jews as to what 
awaited them. Rumors about Treblinka reached the Warsaw Ghetto, so now the Jews knew what 
"resettlement opportunities" announced by the Germans really meant. With a capacity of about 
15,000, this was one of the largest death camps. Yet, its staff was only about 24 Germans, guards 
from conquered Baltic countries, and Jewish Sonderkommandos. It was an efficient machine of 
death. Nearly everyone sent there was dead within a few hours. 

SOB IBOR. A prisoner orchestra played for those who came, but the only other music there 
was the screaming of those being gassed. There was no pretense of it being a work camp. No 
selection took place. The prisoner population numbered only about 1,000 inmates, and they did 
the dirty work. After the new arrivals were gassed, their bodies were burned in open trenches. 

MAJDANEK was outside Lublin and was used for Russian POWs, Polish political prisoners, 
and Jews. The guards there enjoyed making inmates suffer. Mothers were forced to watch as their 
small children were killed. Inmates were forced to put on and take off hats in rhythm for hours at 
a time. During roll calls, prisoners were called out and hanged. Russian POWs held there froze 
or starved to death. Of 200,000 who died at Majdanek, about 125,000 were Jews. 

BELZEC, also near Lublin, began as a concentration camp, but it became a death camp in 
1942. Its first commander was Odilo Globocnik, who also founded Sobibor and Majdanek. The 
killing business at Belzec began with a sergeant gassing prisoners with a diesel engine and car-
bon monoxide. However, the system was deemed too slow and unreliable. The pesticide Zyklon-
B was first tested on humans at Belzec, and thereafter it became the standard method used in 
extermination camps. An estimated 600,000 Jews and 2,000 Poles died there. 

STUTTHOFF, near Danzig, was established in 1939. Beginning as a concentration camp for 
Norwegian inmates, its purpose shifted in 1941 when Jews were transferred therefrom overcrowded 
Auschwitz. Most died from freezing and starving rather than gassing. Inmates were delivered to 
Stutthoff on slow barges. The trip of 14 miles took three days. One shipment of Jews was given 
no water and 0[4 10 our luCb 01 bread per person for the trip. 

In 1945, as the Russian army came closer, the Jews were marched from the camp in a driv-
ing snowstorm. One group was forced to walk out into ice cold water, and they were shot if they 
tried to return to land. 

ACTIVITY: 

At Sobibor, a young inmate was put to work sorting out the clothes of those who had gone to 
the gas chamber. He found the clothes of his brother in the pile. Imagine you were him and try to 
write a diary entry or a poem about the experience. 
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Name Date 

Challenges 

1. What was more important to Hitler: winning the war or killing "subhuman" races? 

2. What was the job of the Sonderkommando? 

3. What food was given to Jewish Sonderkommandos? 

4. What happened to inmates at Janowski who were too ill to work? 

5. How were inmates at Chelmno killed? 

6. What mistake did Dr. Ebert make at Treblinka? 

7. How many Germans were stationed at Treblinka? 

8. How many inmates worked at Sobibor? 

9. Where was Zyklon-B first used on prisoners? 

10. How much food were inmates given for the three-day barge trip to Stutthoff? 

Points to Consider 

1. Why were death camps considered to be necessary by the Nazis in completing their Final 
Solution? 
2. What effect do you think being a guard at a death camp would have on a person's personality? 
3. Why were the Germans so anxious to destroy the death camps before the Russian army ar-
rived? 
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Auschwitz 
An inmate described Auschwitz 

as "hell on earth."A Nazi might have 
described it as the largest camp, 
serving as both a concentration 
and death camp. In size and evil, 
nothing ever devised could match 
it. Located 160 miles from Warsaw 
in a marshland with few Poles living 
nearby, it had the virtues of good 
railroad facilities and abundant coal. 
I.G. Farben Co. was interested in 
building a syntheticfuel plant there. 
With Russian POWs and Polish 
captives to do the work, there would 
be no shortage of inmates to work 
to death. 

The commander at Auschwitz in the early days was Rudolf Hoess. A true believer in the SS 
motto of "Believe! Obey! Fight!", he had joined the Frei Korps in the 1920s and the SS in 1934. 
He was noted for loving animals, but he turned a blind eye to the prisoner's needs. He operated 
the camp without the restraint of conscience. He was "just doing his duty." 

The SS officer in charge of prisoners, Karl Fritsch, said: "If there are Jews in the transport, 
they don't have the right to live more than two weeks; priests, one month, and the others, three 
months." 

The first prisoners at Auschwitz were "dangerous Poles" (intellectuals, Communists, and Jews). 
An SS officer told them: "You have come not to a sanitorium here, but to a German concentration 
camp, and the only way out is through the chimney ot the crematorium: Escapes were rare; when 
tho first occurred, prisoners were fnrocari to st n.d at attantinn PO straight hours. Those accused of 
aiding the escape were tortured. After another escape, 10 prisoners were taken to a cellar, where 
they starved to death. 

Across from Auschwitz was another camp called Birkenau, built for 100,000 Russian POWs. 
To provide for all these prisoners, more barracks were built, but never enough. To meet the needs 
for housing, Himmler reduced the space allowed for each inmate. In a barracks built for 550, there 
were 750 prisoners. Toilet barracks were built, but inmates had only 10 to 15 minutes a day to use 
them. At other times, waste buckets in the housing barracks were used. When the bucket was full, 
a prisoner had to carry it to the toilets for disposal. 

From the beginning, it was assumed that prisoners would die in large numbers. A contract for 
a crematorium was signed with J.A. Topf & Sons before the first prisoner arrived. By 1943, the 
camp had one incinerator that could dispose of 340 bodies each day, two to handle 1,440 each, 
and two to handle 768 each, a total of 4,756 bodies per day. 

The number sent to Auschwitz is estimated at as few as 1.1 million and as high as four million. 
Many of the arrivals were not even listed on the records; they were sent to be destroyed immedi-
ately. Hungarian Jews were the largest single group; 438,000 were sent in the summer of 1944 
alone. About 300,000 Polish Jews were sent, along with lesser numbers from other conquered 
lands. 

The words over the gate to the main camp at Auschwitz mean 
"Work makes free." 
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SELECTION was a dreaded process that began with arrival at the camp. As soon as the train 
stopped and the doors of the cattle cars opened, the guards shouted:"Raus! Rausi (Hurry! Hurry!)". 
Men were separated from women and children. Then all passed by an SS doctor who motioned 
to the left (life at hard labor) or the right (death). Those most likely to be gassed were the elderly, 
mothers with small children, and pregnant women. Families were split up in emotional scenes in 
front of impatient guards. Both columns were told to leave their belongings and promised they 
would be returned later. As soon as they left, capos opened the luggage and began sorting out 
the contents, which were dumped in large piles: watches, jewelry, etc. All of this now became 
the property of the German government. Watches and fountain pens were given as Christmas 
presents to SS troops and wounded soldiers; clothing was sent to poor Germans. 

Those allowed to live had their heads shaved, were tattooed, and were sent to a barrack. Each 
day, the selection process continued, as doctors looked for patients who did not look healthy. 
Those judged to be sick might be sent to the hospital; if they did not recover within two days, 
they were gassed. When workers came in from work, they were made to run to prove they were 
in good enough condition to live another day. The meager rations caused typhus epidemics to 
sweep through the barracks. 

WORK was part of the routine at the camp. Many worked at the Farben plant or in one of the 
factories on the grounds. A few jobs were much preferred over the others. A prisoner orchestra 
made up of pretty girls in nice uniforms played as workers went to their jobs and returned. 

Being assigned to "Canada" was an opportunity to live longer. The inmates sorting through 
the large piles often stole small items, which they traded with corrupt guards for food. The amount 
stored there was enormous. Before leaving, the Germans burned 29 of the 35 warehouses in 
Canada. In the remaining six, the Russians found more than a million suits, coats, and dresses, 
seven tons of human hair, and huge heaps of shoes, eyeglasses, and cooking utensils. 

There were certain parts of the camp where one did not want to be. Block 10 was where medi-
cal experiments were conducted. Block 11 was the jail. Block 20 was the hospital where people 
were killed. The "black wall" was where prisoners were shot, and hangings were at the gallows. 

DEATH. In September 1941, the gassing of prisoners began on a large scale, with 900 Rus-
sian POWs being used in the experiment. The prisoners were given soap and towels and led to 
the "shower." When the gas poured in, the prisoners beat on the doors, but they held. Hoess was 
pleased with his success, especially since he knew many Jews were going to be sent there. 

By the end of its operation, Auschwitz was killing 6,000 a day. Record-keeping fell behind, but 
one day in 1943 gives an example. On January 19, 1943, 164 men and 134 women were admit-
ted as prisoners; the 1,702 others in the shipment were killed in the gas chamber. One expert 
believes that 1.3 million entered the camp, and 1.1 million of those died. 

ACTIVITY: 

Read to the class portions of Elie Wiesel's Night. An especially effective section might be his 
introduction to Auschwitz (pp. 35-37). Ask for student comments on that experience. 
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Name Date 

Challenges 

1. Why was Auschwitz chosen as the site for a concentration camp? 

2. Who was its first commander? 

3. Who did the Nazis consider to be "dangerous Poles"? 

4. What kind of prisoner was Birkenau built for? 

5. How many bodies a day could be incinerated? 

6. What prisoners were most likely to be immediately gassed? 

7. What was done with watches and fountain pens? 

8. How long was a sick person allowed to recover? 

9. Why was "Canada" a good place to work? 

10. What was the "black wall"?  

Points to Consider 

1. How would fellow prisoners react if they knew you were planning an escape from Auschwitz? 
2. Some argue that Auschwitz was never a death camp. What arguments could you give that it 
was? 
3. Why were the Nazis so generous in giving away presents from the goods gathered at Auschwitz? 
How would you react if you knew where they had come from? 
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Jewish Resistance 
The Wan nsee Conference had 

made the death of every Jew a 
priority in Nazi-occupied Europe. 
Any Jew who succeeded in living 
was defying Hitler's policy. So 
even the Jew who did not wear 
his yellow badge, did not register 

11 1 1 

with a Judenrat, and mixed in with 
the general public was resisting. 
In Eastern Europe, some Jewish , - 
families sneaked out of the shtetlor Although most Jews tried to live by the Nazi's rules, resistance 
ghetto and escaped to the woods. came in various forms, from hiding to participating in uprisings to 
Small groups of these refugees just staying alive. 

lived a lonely and dangerous life, ever fearful of being spotted.These groups often included mothers 
with young children and elderly men. They could not stay anywhere too long, and during the day, 
they could not build a fire because an informer or airplane flying overhead might spot them. 

The vast majority of Jews lived by the Nazi's rules, hoping that the Germans would realize they 
were useful labor for the war. In Eastern Europe, millions had been forced to leave their homes 
and move to the ghettos. There, they endured misery beyond imagination. They either believed 
they were being "relocated" when they boarded the cattle car that took them to the death camp, 
or they were too exhausted and no longer cared. 

Others were unwilling to give in so quietly; if they were going to die, some German was going 
with them. A Lithuanian Jew, Abba Kovner, warned other young people not to be tricked by the 
Nazis; people of the ghetto were not being sent on labor details or even to concentration camps. 
They were going to the slaughter. "Brothers! It is better to die fighting like free men than to live at 
the mercy of the murderers." Those resisting included those joining partisan units and participat-
ing in concentration camp and ghetto uprisings. 

PARTISANS joined armed groups resisting the German occupation. Some units were all 
Jewish, some all Gentile, and some were mixed. Gentile bands could be as anti-Semitic as the 
Germans, so the Jew had to be careful when approaching any band. Partisans operated in small 
units and raided German camps, supply lines, and communications. In Yugoslavia, 2,000 Jews 
joined Tito's army, which fought the Germans and their cruel Yugoslav allies, the Ustashi. In Italy, 
from 2,000 to 3,000 Jews joined the resistance. In France, they helped other Jews escape and 
were active in the French resistance. 

CONCENTRATION CAMP UPRISINGS. Who is weaker than a beaten and starved prisoner 
known only by the number on his tattoo? The Nazis had killed many potential leaders, and they 
had spies among the inmates who were willing to turn in their own mothers for a potato. Despite 
the odds, uprisings were planned and carried out at a few camps. 

In 1943, at Treblinka, prisoners began collecting anything that might be useful in fighting.They 
got a break when an armory door was brought to the workshop for repair; the inmates made a 
mold of the lock and made a key. About 60 men were involved in a plot to kill some guards and 
escape into the woods. Armed with hand grenades, pistols, rifles, shovels, and pickaxes, they 
attacked in August. After setting fire to the crematoria and fake railroad station, they headed for 
the forest. A few were never captured, but those caught were killed. 
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At Sobibot, a daring escape was led by a Russian Jew in October 1943. By nightfall, over half 
of the inmates escaped into the forest a few yards away. About one-third were recaptured, and 
many others froze in the cold Polish winter. Only a few are known to have survived. Two days after 
the uprising, Himmler ordered that the camp be destroyed. 

At Birkenau, a group of Sonderkommandos persuaded women inmates working at the muni-
tions factory to smuggle explosives to them. In October 1944, their revolt began. Some SS and 
Capos were killed, and the inmates broke through the fence. A massive manhunt found all of the 
men, and they were tortured and killed. The four women were hanged. 

GHETTO UPRISINGS were difficult to carry out because many in the ghetto feared the Nazis 
so much they did not want anyone to do anything that might make conditions worse. But the time 
came when it was clear the Nazis were going to kill every Jew in the ghetto, and then, many were 
willing to go down fighting. In many ghettos in Eastern Europe, groups secretly organized to fight. 
The uprising in Warsaw is the most famous. 

The Warsaw Ghetto had been shrinking in population since the death camp at Auschwitz had 
gone into operation. Jews from Lublin had told how the Nazis had destroyed the ghetto there, but 
the Warsaw Judenrat did not believe them. When the Nazis demanded that the Judenrat sup-
ply 8,000 people each day for "relocation," many realized the ghetto was doomed. By 1943, the 
once overcrowded ghetto was down to 65,000. For the ZOB in Warsaw, they must resist now or 
never. 

The ZOB made contact with the Polish underground. The Poles sold them a few guns they had, 
but far from enough to win a battle with the Waffen SS. The Poles also sent reports of German 
troop movements to them. In April 1943, the Poles warned the ZOB the German attack would 
be soon. On April 19, troops marched into the ghetto, but they were beaten back by the Jewish 
defenders—something they had never dreamed possible. The ZOB had few illusions they were 
actually going to win, but they fought to kill as many Nazi soldiers as possible and to prove Jews 
were not cowards. The Nazis shelled and burned buildings, flooded sewers, and cut off gas, elec-
tricity, and water. The revolt's leader, Mordechai Anielewicz, was killed May 8, and by May 15, 
only occasional gunfire was heard. SS General Jurgen Stroup reputed that his men had kiiied 
13,000 to 14,000. 

After the uprising, the ghetto's Jews were sent to death camps. One of those sent was Dr. 
Janusz Korczak, a popular radio personality. He had refused to escape in 1939 because the 
children of his orphanage needed him. When their time came to leave for Auschwitz, he dressed 
the children in their best clothes and walked beside them to their deaths. 

ACTIVITY: 

Your students are inmates of a concentration camp. Have them make a list of things they would 
need and another list of what they would need to know before they could make a successful es-
cape. If they have watched the movie, "The Great Escape," it might help. 
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Name Date 

Challenges 

1. Why was simply staying alive an act of rebellion? 

2. What did the term "relocation" really mean? 

3. Who were the partisans? 

4. Who were the Ustashi? 

5. How did the prisoners at Treblinka get a key to the armory? 

6. Why were the four women hanged at Auschwitz? 

7. Why were many ghetto residents reluctant to join a rebellion? 

8. Why did others join groups plotting uprisings? 

9. Who led the Warsaw uprising? 

10. What happened to the Jews who survived the Warsaw uprising? 

Points to Consider 

1. Why did some Jews choose not to wear the yellow badge and escape the ghetto? Would it be 
safer for them in a big city or rural area, among strangers or people they knew? 
2. List problems concentration camp inmates had in planning and carrying out an uprising and 
escape. 
3. Why might Dr. Korczak be considered a hero? 
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IRescung Jews 
In 1952, Israel created the Commission of Martyrs 

and Heroes to honor the "Righteous Among the Nations 
of the World." Its purpose was to honor those who had 
saved Jews during the Holocaust. To qualify, the person 
must have (1) been a non-Jew, (2) performed more than 
an act of charity, (3) not done it for personal gain, (4) been 
nominated by the person rescued, and (5) not done it at 
the last minute of the war to create a favorable impres-
sion. 

Certainly, those who helped Jews during the war did 
not do it because they wanted an award afterward. The 
risks were great. Everyone knew what the Nazis did to 
those who helped Jews escape or hide. It was also known 
that the Germans punished not only the hider, but also 
the family, and perhaps everyone on their block. Saving 
Jews made the rescuer unpopular, not only among anti-
Semites, but among others fearing for their lives. Still, 
individuals, groups, and even nations did it.Their courage 
and resourcefulness saved thousands of lives. 

Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish aristocrat, 
helped save thousands of Jews in Buda-
pest, Hungary. 

INDIVIDUALS. Many individuals helped Jews hide or escape. They hid them in attics, cellars, 
barns, haystacks, and sheds. They forged identity papers and baptismal certificates. They took in 
small children and raised them as their own. There were ministers, priests, monks, and nuns who 
sheltered Jews. Experts say that before a person will help someone in need, certain things hap-
pen. (1) They realize something is wrong, (2) they decide the person needs help, (3) they make 
ii a pei sui !al duly kJ help, (4) they choose a way to help, and (5) then they carry out their plan. 

SornR helped in small ways. A Hungarian officer provided water and helped when his Jewish 
prisoners tired on a long march. An Italian policeman warned Jews he was scheduled to arrest 
them the next morning. Ministers and priests inserted baptismal records in their church files for 
Jews and hid Jews away. Of the individuals who helped Jews, two became famous for their efforts. 

RAOUL WALLENBERG was a Swedish aristocrat with a diplomatic passport and an enthu-
siasm for saving as many Jews as possible. Arriving in Budapest, Hungary, in 1944, Wallenberg 
handed out official-looking diplomatic papers to thousands of Jews, even to Jews who were on 
convoys destined for death camps. He argued with many SS officials with such confidence that 
they backed down. He supplied drivers' licenses and forged documents for Jews without identity 
papers. At the end of the war, thousands of Hungarian Jews owed their lives to him. 

OSKAR SCHINDLER was an unlikely hero. A Nazi party member, he enjoyed most vices known 
to man: drinking, adultery, greed, and opportunism among them. In 1942, he went to Krakow to 
open a factory using Polish Jews as his secret investors and slave laborers as his employees. He 
became dedicated to helping Jews escape the gas chamber. When asked later why he had done 
it, he replied: "If you saw a dog going to be crushed under a car, wouldn't you help him? Claim-
ing his workers were vital for the war effort, he saved 1,200 from the gas chambers. He was not 
well-known, however, until Steven Spielberg's movie, Schindler's List, came out in 1993. 

GROUPS. There were occasions when groups and even communities took the risk of helping 
Jews. LE CHAMBON was a Huguenot (Protestant) community of 5,000 only 40 miles from Vichy, 
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France. When Pastor Andre Trocme's wife found a Jewish woman shivering at her door one cold 
morning and invited her to come in, it was the beginning of an effort on the part of the town and 
the neighboring region to save Jews. At times, German troops recovering from wounds were 
stationed there, right across from a hotel where Jews were hidden away. When asked why they 
had helped, the people explained: "We were doing what had to be done. Who else could help 
them?" 

ZEGOTA was a Catholic movement in Poland that provided hiding places, documents, food, 
medical care, and arms for the Jewish resistance. It is estimated that 100,000 Jews were saved 
by the group. The Zegota was very unpopular with many Poles, and joining was very risky. In one 
district alone, 210 Zegota members were executed. 

NATIONS. Some nations protected their Jews better than others. Among those with the high-. 
est percentage of Jews killed were Poland (nearly 91 percent), Greece (86 percent), Lithuania 
(85 percent), and Slovakia (nearly 80 percent). Those nations with large Slavic populations had 
especially rough treatment by the Germans. Other areas were in a better position to help. Unoc-
cupied France (Vichy) was more willing to help French Jews than refugees from other countries. 
Italy protected its Jews until the Germans moved in as conquerors rather than as partners in 1943. 
Even then, many Italian Jews were hidden away, and only 17 percent were sent to concentration 
camps. 

DENMARK kept its democratic government and popular king, Christian X. At the Wannsee 
Conference, it was decided that pushing Denmark to send its Jews to the death camps should 
be delayed. It was not until 1943 that the word was leaked that Danish Jews were to be arrested. 
A network of aid developed within days. Jews were hidden away until fishing boats could take 
them across the Baltic to Sweden. Danes contributed to pay the expense of transporting poor 
Jews. Of Denmark's Jews, only 400 were taken, and they were sent to Theresienstadt; the Danish 
government and people kept a close eye on them, and only 51 died, all of natural causes. 

FINLAND had a small Jewish population, which was protected by Prime Minister Johann 
Rangel. When pressed by Hinnmler to cooperate with the Final Solution, the Finns told them they 
"had no Jewish problem." Only seven refugee Jews were turned over to the Germans. To protect 
their Jews, the Finns sent them to safety in Sweden. 

The Final Solution failed to achieve its goal partly because of the righteous who refused 
to surrender Jews to it. 

ACTIVITY: 

Going through the steps before a person will help someone in trouble, have the class decide 
why some people try to stop a fight on the playground while others only stand around and watch. 
Then have them consider the risks of taking in Jews, and ask whether they would have wanted 
to do it. 
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[ Name Date g 
E Challenges 

[ 1. Why might the hider's family urge him or her to stop hiding Jews? 

2. Why did the Italian policeman tell the Jews he was going to arrest them the next morning? 
; 

3. What Swedish diplomat was especially helpful to Jews? 

4. How did the Swedish diplomat help? 

5. Who financed Schindler's factory at Krakow? 

6. How many did Schindler save from the gas chambers? 

7. What French Protestant community saved thousands of Jews? 

8. What did Zegota do to help Jews in Poland? 

9. The Jews from what three nations suffered the greatest percentage of deaths during the Ho-

locaust? 

10. What country discussed gave the least number of Jews to the Nazis? 

Points to Consider 

1. What kinds of reasons might a person have who decided to protect or hide Jews? 
2. The Huguenots had been persecuted themselves and had suffered a terrible massacre in 1572 
(St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre). Do you think that might have affected their attitude toward 
the Holocaust? 
3. What conditions made it easier for Denmark and Finland to save more Jews than it would have 
been possible to save in Poland and Western Russia? 
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The End of the Camps 

1

The camp at Birkenau as it appears today. 

In 1944, the signs were on the wall; Germany was losing the war on every front. Allied bombers 
flew over German cities with little or no opposition from the once mighty Luftwaffe. The invasion at 
Normandy was followed by a Russian advance on the Eastern Front. From Himmler to the lowly 
SS guard at a concentration camp, the possibility that their actions were soon going to be visible 
to the Allies was a scary thought indeed. 

Hitler became even more determined to finish the destruction of Jews. In his twisted mind, 
the international Jewish conspiracy had brought this destruction on the Third Reich, and now the 
Jews must suffer. Like the Babylonian king centuries before, he would heat up the furnace seven 
times hotter than ever before (Daniel 4:16-23). The trains must reach the death camps, and the 
Jews must all be killed. 

Hitler's only consolation during the last year of the war were reports that Jews were being 
killed faster than ever. The Warsaw underground informed London that 13 trains a day were ar-
riving at Auschwitz with 40 to 50 cars per train. The Jews on the train believed they were being 
exchanged for German POWs or were being resettled in the east. Not until the train pulled into 
the station did they realize the danger they were in. 

Jews in the camp became more defiant. Even those on their way to be gassed were speaking 
up. One woman about to die stepped out of line and warned the SS guards the world knew what 
was going on here, and they were going to pay dearly for it. 

ATTEMPTED DEALS. Some Nazi leaders were feeling the heat, and wanted to trade Jews for 
supplies. Joel Brand, a Zionist and German refugee, met with Adolf Eichmann, the Nazi "expert 
on Jewish affairs;" the Nazi offered to trade one million Jewish lives for 10,000 trucks, coffee, 
sugar, tea, and soap. The trucks were only to be used on the Russian front. The United States and 
England turned the deal down quickly, sure that the motive was to split Allied unity. A week after 
the Normandy invasion, the Germans offered to trade 30,000 Jews for 20 million Swiss francs. 

PLAYING WITH NUMBERS. In August 1944, Eichmann reported to Himmler that six million 
Jews had been killed. Two-thirds of those had died in camps, and the others had been killed by 
mobile units. Himmler wanted the figure to be higher, and he sent a statistical expert to look at 
the records. In November, Hitler considered the Final Solution completed and ordered that the 
death camps be destroyed. After meeting with Himmler, Auschwitz's commandant Hoess asked 
SS officers to destroy the Birkenau camp and told them to remove all traces of persons, barracks, 
gas chambers, and crematoria quickly. 

SHUFFLING PRISONERS.With Allied troops closing in, a mad scramble began as camp officials 
began sending prisoners to camps farther into the interior. Some were sent by trains, others by 
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forced marches. Those unable to keep up were shot; many died of hunger or exhaustion, or froze 
to death. One group of women at the Hindenburg camp were given some dry bread and boarded 
on open cars. The first camp they were sent to was too full, so they were moved to Bergen-Belsen. 
On their long journey, they were given no water and used snow to slake their thirst. Near Dachau, 
American troops found freight cars with 2,000 bodies in them. They had been left to suffocate, 
starve, or die of exposure. 

Other prisoners were murdered where they were. At Gleiwitz, 57 prisoners in the hospital were 
locked up, and the building was set on fire. Those attempting to escape were shot. Incredibly, two 
prisoners escaped by hiding under the corpses. 

THE END. As Allied troops reached a few miles from the camps, many guards deserted, 
dressed themselves as civilians, and blended in with the general population. It was their turn to 
live in fear. 

Liberation. The Nazi efforts to destroy the evidence of their crimes failed. Some crematoria 
still stood. Many records were destroyed, but too many survived. The distorted bodies of victims 
remained unburned. Huge piles of eyeglasses, shoes, and hair were left behind. Even worse for 
the Nazis, many of their starved victims were still alive to testify against them. 

REACTIONS. Russian General Vasily Petrenko, a battle-hardened soldier, found the horror 
of Auschwitz beyond description. The thing that troubled him most was what the Nazis had done 
to children. He said: "How did they find themselves there? I just couldn't digest it." U.S. General 
Eisenhower toured Ohrdruf camp with Generals Bradley and Patton. Eisenhower saw the whole 
camp because he wanted to testify in case someone denied it had happened. He described the 
experience as "overpowering." Bradley said: "The smell of death overwhelmed us," and Patton 
threw up. 

At Buchenwald, Patton was outraged that prisoners starved while civilians outside the fence 
were well fed. He sent MPs to round up 1,000 citizens of nearby Weimar to see what the Nazis 
had done. The MPs brought 2,000 instead. They were shocked, and some fainted. 

INMATE REACTION. Many inmates were too weak to say or do much. Some shouted in their 
native languages, "Viva Amerikaniski.- They tried to clap, but Uluy had so little skin on their hands 
that it did not sound like clapping. Many reached out to touch their liberators. In their starved con-
dition, the inmates were desperate for food. Some GIs innocently offered them the only food they 
had—candy bars. It killed the inmates whose stomachs were too shriveled up for regular food. 
After that, the army sent nutrition experts to provide the right foods to restore their bodies. 

INTERNATIONAL REACTION. Newsreels showed the world what had happened, and people 
realized this was far beyond the bounds of suffering that was normal in war. This was murder, and 
those responsible were to answer for what they had done. 

ACTIVITY: 

Camp inmates who had been held for a long time were going to have trouble adjusting to a nor-
mal life again. Have the class make a list of things inmates needed to adjust to before they were 
ready to leave the camp. 
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Name Date 

Challenges 

1. What were three signs that the end was near for the Nazis in 1944? 

2. What was Hitler's reaction to the incoming bad news? 

3. What did Eichmann want in return for saving a million Jewish lives? 

4. Why did the Americans and British turn down the offer? 

5. What did Himmler and Hoess want done at Birkenau? 

6. According to Eichmann's figures, how many Jews had been killed in the camps? 

7. What was some of the evidence the Nazis failed to destroy? 

' 8. What bothered General Petrenko the most about Auschwitz'? 
1 
I 

9. What part of the experience seemed to bother General Bradley the most? 
1 
1 

10. What was the German civilians' reaction when they were taken to Buchenwald? 

Points to Consider 
1. Does it appear that Hitler and Himmler were in agreement on what to do about Jews in late 
1944 and 1945? Why? 
2. If you were a concentration camp guard caught by the Allies, how would you answer questions 
about why you had been part of that operation? 
3. An inmate told American journalist Edward R. Murrow: "To write about this, you must have been 
here at least two years.. .and after that, you don't want to write any more." What do you think he 
meant by that statement? 
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The Day of Judgment: 
Nuremberg 

Jeremiah had told his people in an earlier time that 
they would suffer hard times, but then "all who devour 
you shall be devoured, and all your foes.. .shall be 
slaves." Nazi leaders were now the ones fearful of be-
ing devoured as manhunts began for those responsible. 
At the camps, some guards were caught, and inmates 
pointed out those who had been decent and those who 
had been cruel. Despite orders requiring that the guards 
be held for trial, some Allied soldiers turned them over 
to the inmates or reported them "shot while trying to 
escape." But these were the minnows, and it was the 
sharks who became the major focus of attention. 

Justice required that the inmates who had died in 
such horrible ways be given decent burial. Chaplains 
performed gravesite religious ceremonies with great 

An officer of the Waffen-SS is captured by dignity. an Allied soldier. 
THE SUICIDES. Some Nazi leaders killed themselves 

before they could be brought to trial. Hitler killed himself as Berlin was falling, on May 1, 1945. 
After giving poison to his wife and six children, Goebbels wrote his Final Testament expressing 
his devotion to Hitler, then took poison. Himmler disguised himself as an SS enlisted man, but he 
was recognized and taken prisoner. During a physical exam, Himmler bit down on a vial of poison 
hidden between his teeth. No grave markers stand for any of them. 

TRIALS. One by one, most Nazi leaders were captured within a short time. Stalin would have 
preferred killing them without a trial, but the United States and England demanded arid gut a 
runt tai it ial. The location selected was Nuremberg, the city whore the great Nazi rallies had been 
held. The trials lasted from November 1945 to October 1946.The presiding judge was British Lord 
Justice Geoffrey Lawrence; other judges were Francis Biddle (U.S.), Henri Donnedieu (Fr.), and 
General I.T. Nikitchenko (U.S.S.R.). Prosecutors included Robert Jackson of the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Defendants picked defense attorneys from a list provided for them by the judges. 

The crimes of which they were accused fell into four categories: (1) conspiracy to commit 
crimes in other categories, (2) crimes against peace, (3) war crimes, and (4) crimes against hu-
manity. The high-profile defendants were Hermann Goering, Rudolf Hess, General Alfred Jodi, 
Albert Speer, and Admiral Karl Doenitz, German chancellor for the week after Hitler's death. 

In his opening statement at the trial, Jackson told the judges: "History does not record a crime 
perpetrated against so many victims or ever carried out with such calculated cruelty." In his sum-
mary before the court on July 26, 1946, he said: "If you were to say of these men that they are 
not guilty, it would be true to say there has been no war, there have been no slain, there has been 
no crime." 

The testimony and documents filled volumes. While the trials covered a number of topics, 
responsibility for the Holocaust provided some of the most gripping evidence. For example, a 
remark was noted in the diary of Poland's Nazi governor, Hans Frank, regarding conditions in the 
Warsaw ghetto: "Just a marginal remark—we have condemned a million and a half Jews to death 
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by starvation ."Witness after witness, document after document, and diary entries one after another 
all told the story of brutal executions and horrible conditions inside concentration camps. 

Of the 22 defendants, only three were released. Twelve were sentenced to death, three to life 
in prison, and the rest to prison terms of 10 to 20 years. Goering, sentenced to death by hanging, 
killed himself with poison. 

These famous defendants were only a few of those involved, and others were later tried by 
different courts. The most famous of these trials was at Frankfurt from December 1963 to August 
1965, where the defendants were officers and doctors at Auschwitz. By that time, enthusiasm for 
punishing Nazis had declined so much that six received life in prison, three were released, and 
the other 12 received sentences from three years and six months to 14 years of hard labor. 

Trials were also held for those directly responsible for carrying out Nazi policies. One was Otto 
Ohlendorf, SS general for the Ukraine, who never showed concern for victims, but only looked for 
cheaper and easier ways of killing Jews. Sentenced in 1948, he was executed in 1951. 

Of concentration camp supervisors tried, two examples give the picture. Josef Kramer, the 
"beast of Belsen," regretted nothing he had done. After his capture, he took British officers on a 
tour of the prison and walked past rats and corpses without expressing any remorse or regret. 
When questioned about gassing women prisoners, he said: "I had no feeling in carrying out those 
things because I had received an order." He was tried by a British court and sentenced to death 
in November 1945. 

Irma Grese, called the "blond Angel of Death" at Auschwitz, had found great pleasure in whip-
ping women prisoners and watching painful operations being performed on them. Sentenced to 
death, she had to be dragged to the gallows. 

Some war criminals escaped. Adolf Eichmann, responsible for so much of Hitler's Final Solution, 
went to Argentina where he was captured by the Israelis in 1961 and was executed by them in 
1962. Dr. Josef Mengele, the doctor who had conducted cruel experiments at Auschwitz, escaped 
to South America and lived in hiding until his death. Heinrich Muller, an important Gestapo chief, 
reportedly died when the Russians captured Berlin; rumors spread he was still alive and living 
in Argentina, and he was put on the list of most-wanted Nazis in 1973. Martin Bormann, Hitler's 
right-hand man, was never found. 

The trials, with testimony and documents presented, preserved a record of the dark world the 
Nazis created, one without justice, mercy, or sympathy. The defendant's excuse was constantly 
repeated: "I was only following orders." 

ACTIVITY: 

Have the class debate whether a person should be let off because he or she was only follow-
ing orders. 
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I Name Date 

Chahlenges 

1. What was done for the victims? 

2. How did Goebbels die? 

3. How did Himmler try to disguise himself? 

4. Who were two Americans involved in the Nuremberg trials? 

5. Which of the categories of crimes do you think was most likely to be involved with the Holocaust? 

6. How many Jews did Hans Frank write had been condemned to death by starvation? 

7. How many Nuremberg defendants were put to death? 

8. Why did Josef Kramer say he felt no regret in what he had done? 

9. Where did Eichmann go to avoid capture? Who caught him? 

10. What happened to Bormann? 

Points to Consider 

1. What was the advantage in trying the defendants rather than just taking them out to be shot? 
2. Do you think the indifferent attitudes of the defendants would have made you vote for their 
execution? 
3. Do you think it was fair to try people for crimes when, in their nation, the things they did were 
not crimes? 
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ZIonism 
The Birth of Israel 

In the nineteenth century, the concept of 
Zionism was born. Its message was that Jews 
were never going to be accepted in Europe, so 
Jews should create their own nation.The leader 
of the movement, Theodor Herzl, faced some 
perplexing questions: Where would this nation 
be located, was it to be religious or secular, 
and would Zionism lead to new anti-Semitism? 
Zionism was more popular in Eastern Europe 
where Jews tried to keep a separate identity. 
In Western Europe, Jews were more interested 
in fitting into the broader society. The Nazi era 
caused Zionism to be taken much more seri-
ously by many Jews. 

Despite Hitler's goal of wiping out all Jews in Europe and Himmler's belief that the Final Solu-
tion had achieved its goal, about five million Jews had survived. Many of these were barely alive 
in the camps and needed much medical care before they could go out into the world again. For 
them, the stress of brutal treatment was replaced by a growing concern for their future. If they 
were from Eastern Europe, they had reason to worry. Their homes and perhaps their town had 
disappeared, and family and friends were probably dead.Their Gentile neighbors did not like them 
before; why would they like them any better now? 

For the time being, there was the need for medical care. They were frail and diseased, and 
many died within weeks of being liberated. As health returned, anxiety increased; what was to 
happen to them now? The Allied authorities decided that a person who had been born a Pole, 
Russian, Dutch, etc., must return to the land of their birth, even if they did not want to go, and 
even if they would not be safe. When DPs (displaced persons) heard of the policy, there were 
pitiful scenes. A Jewish soldier loading DPs on a truck bound for Poland was told by one man: 
"You might as well kill me now. I am dead anyway if I go to Poland." 

The Jews had good reason to be afraid. A tragic example occurred at Kielce, Poland, which had 
a large Jewish community before the war. When the war ended, only 150 Kielce Jews returned. 
The ancient accusation that Jews killed children and drank their blood aroused mob action, and 
a riot followed. As in the pogroms of Russia, the police stepped in, but only to take weapons from 
the Jews. By the end of the riot, 42 Jews were killed and 50 injured. Clearly, the Jews needed 
another place to go. 

Many would have preferred to go to America, but the United States accepted only 200,000 
over four years, and a mountain of paperwork faced them. Many other countries were even less 
welcoming. Zionism was stronger than before. 

PALESTINE had been under British control since World War I. In 1917, England adopted the 
Balfour Declaration, which read: "His Majesty's government view with favour the establishment 
in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people... it being clearly understood that nothing 
shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communi-
ties in Palestine...." How to create a Jewish state without prejudicing the rights of Arabs was a 
mystery. 
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From 191 9 to 1933, the Jewish population in Palestine increased from 65,000 to 200,000. In 
the first three years of Nazi rule in Germany, many more Jews went to Palestine. The more Jews 
who came, the louder the Arabs protested. In 1939, British Colonial Secretary Malcolm MacDonald 
issued the White Paper It would create an independent nation in Palestine, with power shared 
between Arabs and Jews according to their numbers. Over the next five years, 75,000 Jews could 
immigrate to Palestine; after that, the number entering was to be worked out with the Arabs. Most 
of Palestine, however, was to be closed to Jewish settlers. 

The British expected a flood of Jews to come to Palestine after the war, and they wanted to 
stop the flow. The Jews in Palestine were determined to increase the numbers coming. Guerilla 
warfare between Jews and Arabs made Palestine nearly impossible to control. 

In the Jewish-Arab struggle, the Jews had the advantage. About 30,000 had served in the Brit-
ish Brigade during the war and had returned with their weapons and training. The oldest Jewish 
organization involved was the Haganah, which mostly fought Arabs. Two other groups, the lrgun 
(National Military Organization) and the Stern Group, led by Monachem Begin (who later served 
as Israel's prime minister), often battled the British. The British made every effort to keep Pales-
tine under control, but their efforts were in vain. They tried curfews, lightning raids, and sweeps of 
neighborhoods. Weapons and rebels were found, but that did not prevent more violence against 
British troops. Tired of it all, the British turned the issue over to the United Nations in 1947. 

ISRAEL. The United States was growing anxious about solving this problem. Many DPs were 
in the American sector of Germany, and the cost of caring for them irritated American taxpayers. 
President Truman was sympathetic to the victims of the camps and pushed for the creation of 
a State of Israel. On May 14, 1948, Israel announced its independence, and the United States 
recognized it a few minutes later. Israel was soon attacked by its Arab neighbors, but it quickly 
defeated them. In 1949, a truce was arranged by an American diplomat, Dr. Ralph Bunche. 

In a personal letter to Israel's president, Dr. Chaim Weizmann, President Truman wrote on 
November 29, 1948: "I want to tell you how happy and impressed I have been at the remarkable 
progress of the new State of israel. WI 'at you have received at the hands of the world hz.ls boon 
far less than was your duo. But you havc more than made the most of what you have rPPPivr.rf, 
and I admire you for it." 

Israel has achieved remarkable success over the years. But in spite of its concern for the 
future, it has never forgotten the tragedy suffered by the Jews during the Holocaust. 
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ACTIVITY: 

Have the class look up information on the State of Israel to learn more about its people, its 
geography, and its troubles with its Arab neighbors. 

P9 



q3 
Holocaust Zionism Fulfilled: The Birth of Israel 

—....nccserscaranuacsasombeseir...., cdt.extrowalcavar2vsketticaosercluasete.armasa.s al-riess.ctact s.........--anc-wwassaansta 
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Challenges 

1. Who was the major leader in early Zionism? 

2. How many European Jews survived the Holocaust? 
• 

3. Where did Jews and other refugees have to go after the war? 

4. What does DP stand for? 

5. What happened when Jews returned to Kielce? 

6. What document called for establishing a national homeland for Jews? 

7. The White Paper allowed only how many Jews to move to Palestine in the next five years? 

8. Who did the Haganah fight most of the time? 

9. Who was the U.S. president when Israel became independent? 

10. When did Israel become independent? 

Points to Consider 

1. Do you think it was fair for people to have to return to the nation of their birth? Why do you think 
the Allies made that decision? 
2. As a Jew, how would you have interpreted the Balfour Declaration if you had been alive in 
1917? How would you have interpreted it as an Arab? 
3. As an Israeli today, how might the events of the late 1940s make you feel about England and 
the United States today? 
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